
Two projects that go hand 
in hand are the Pet Portraits 
and the Animal Services 
Supporters Club. 

Ms. Linda Brodowsky has 
prior training at the Ringling 
School of Art and special-
izes in still life's, sea-scapes 
and animals. She will paint a 
portrait of your pet when a 
donations is made to animal 
services. 

A portrait of a pet will be 
painted as a 8X10 or 12 X 
16 dependant on the dona-
tion made.  

Donations of $100 will war-
rant an 8X10 & donations 
of $150 or more will war-
rant a 12 X 16. A photo 

must be provided to work from.  

Desoto County Animal Services Sup-
porters Club are persons who have do-
nated $100 or more to Animal Services. 

The club has 3 categories. Silver ($100 to 
$249), Gold ($250 to $499) and Dia-
mond ($500 and over).  New members 
are listed in the month in which they 
join. 

   According to a Banfield Pet 
Hospital study in April, New 
Hampshire, Oklahoma and 
Kentucky have each earned 
the distinction of having the 
highest rate for one of 3 
common pet diseases. The 
prevalence of FIV , canine 
Lyme disease and feline URI 
have jumped by 48%, 21% & 
18%  over a five year period.  

   The study is summarized in 

the State of Pet Health 2014 
report which looked at ex-
aminations of 2.3 million 
dogs and 470,000 cats in 
2013. 1 in every 15 New 
Hampshire dogs was found 
to be infected with Lyme 
disease in 2013. Cats in Okla-
homa were at the highest risk 
of FIV with 1 in every 128 
testing positive in 2013. It 
was also found that 10 in 
every 100 cats had upper res-

piratory infections as op-
posed to 8 out of every 100 
tested in 2009. Kentucky 
ranked first in this category 
with 1 in every 7 found to be 
affected. Canine parvovirus 
ranked highest in New Mex-
ico with 1 in every 85. Kennel 
cough affected 1 in every 36 
dogs less than 1 year old in 
2013 with Kentucky leading 
the pack followed by Utah 
and Florida. 
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1. In Alaska it is illegal to whis-
per in someone’s ear while 
they’re moose hunting. 

2. The only female mammals to 
undergo menopause are 
elephants, humpback whales 
and humans. 

3. Chickens and fish are the 
only animals that are eaten 
before they are born and 
after they die. 

4. If you lift a kangaroo’s tail 
off the ground, it cannot 
jump. 

5. An elephant’s tooth can 
weigh as much as 9 pounds. 

6. Flies hum in the key of F. 
7. Ants never sleep. 
8. Ants do not have lungs. 
9. Apple seeds and pear seed 

contain arsenic. 
10. Grasshopper can leap 20 

times their body length. 
11. In Zion Illinois it is illegal to 

offer a cigar to your pet. 
12. In Ohio it is illegal to get 

fish drunk. 
13. In France it is illegal to name 

a pig Napoleon. 
14. In England it is illegal to 

carry a rabid dog in your 
auto. 

15. In Bolder Colorado there are 
no pet owners. All persons 
with pets are “pet minders.” 

16. It can result in a prison sen-
tence if you make a face at a 
dog in Oklahoma. 

17. Baltimore, Maryland consid-
ers it an offence to take a 

lion into a movie theater 
18. In Miami it is illegal to pre-

tend to be an animal. 
19. In International Falls, Min-

nesota it is illegal for a dog 
to chase a cat up a telephone 
pole. 

20. It is illegal in Florida to have 
sex with a porcupine. 

21. It was once against the law 
in Iceland to own a dog. 

22. The Bloodhound is the only 
animal in the world whose 
evidence is admissible in 
court. 

23. It is against the law in Ari-
zona to hunt camels. 

24. Men in Lebanon can be sen-
tenced to death for having 
sex with a male animal. 

25. On average there can be as 
many as 50,000 spiders in a 
acre of green space. 

26. Tigers are not only stripped 
on their fur but skin as well. 

them were positive for Giardia 
requiring treatment and re-
testing. All the dogs, once cleared 
were adopted into new homes 
with 1 mother & 3 pups and 2 
other adults sent to a for life 
Husky rescue.  

   A court date has not yet been 
determined for hearing on vari-
ous charges stemming from the 
incident which involved more 

   The end of April turned out to 
be a very busy time as Animal 
Services in conjunction with De-
soto Sheriff’s Department and 
the Department of Agriculture 
confiscated 56 dogs from a sus-
pected puppy mill. Most of the 
dogs were Huskies. There were 
also present Australian Shepards, 
Pomskies and Pomeranians. Af-
ter testing it was found many of 

than one person being arrested 
and charged.  

FUNNY FACTS (strange, bizarre and just plain unbelievable) 

PUZZLE PAGE  
Put on you thinking 

caps and see mow 

many answers you 

can get before 

checking out the 

answers on page 5.  
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What better way to cool down on a hot summer day than going swimming. If you have a dog, he will proba-
bly enjoy this as much as you do. If you are planning on taking him or her with you it has safety concerns as 
well as the rest of the family. Here are a few tips from the ASPCA. 

 

Going to the beach? There are some pet friendly beaches around and if you and your dog plan to visit one, 
be mindful it does not drink the salt water. According to Dr. Louise Murray, Vice President of ASPCA Ani-
mal Hospital, doing so can cause severe toxicity. 

 

Heading out to the lake? If you are out in a boat, your pet should wear a life vest. If anything were to happen 
and the dog would need to swim to shore, some lakes are rather large and you would want to make sure it 
does not drown before reaching shore or being rescued. As at the beach, do not allow the dog to drink the 
lake water. Many lakes contain a blue-green algae that can be deadly to dogs. 

 

Lounging by the pool? According to Dr. Tina Wismer, Medical Director at ASPCA Animal Poison Control 
Center, the chlorine in most pools is diluted to a safe level  in case your pet should ingest some, but you 
should not allow your pet to swim in a pool that has recently been “shocked”. Also take care to keep the pet 
away from containers of pool chemicals. Always supervise the dog in the pool as dogs can drown in a pool, 
especially if  the exit from the water is not sloped enough to allow exit from the water. Also, not all dogs are 
strong swimmers. 

 

Like humans, dogs can get a sun burn. Use sunscreen on the areas not covered by fur and make sure it is one 
formulated for pets as human sunscreen can be toxic to dogs if ingested. After each swim, rinse the pet thor-
oughly to remove any salt, chlorine or pond or lake debris from its fur. Excessive amounts of these can cause 
skin irritations and some pets may have sensitive skin any way.  

As  always, have a safe and enjoyable summer.               

 

  

cost vaccination day scheduled 
and as you can tell by the pic-
tures, we were very busy! (I may 
need a Hawaiian vacation to get 
over all this.) 

   In amongst all this controlled 
chaos we added a new member 
to the team. Welcome Candelario 
Morales. We are fast passed here 
so I hope your running shoes are 
comfortable.  

  This place has been so busy 
lately my fur is standing on end! 
To start with we finally have an 
animal shelter based soft-ware 
that has already proven its worth 
in accuracy and time saved alone. 
While all this installation and 
training is going on, we get 
started on the re-model of the 
front lobby, and mom was suc-
cessful in getting another low 

  In a few weeks maybe we will 
settle down for a while. (I’m not 
holding my breath because mom 
has been bouncing ideas off me 
for an adopt-a-thon in the sum-
mer. I swear I think she’s a glut-
ton for punishment.)  

  We are in hopes of  covers for 
the outside dog kennels and 
other improvements that will 
make all us pets happier during 
our stay here. I am very happy 
that we have had new rescue 
groups sign up to work with us in 
getting my fellow furry friends  

Going swimming this summer? 
Taking the dog? 

FELIX SAYS 

All pets adopted 

from Desoto 

County Animal 

Services are 

micro-chipped 

free of charge .  
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into new homes. Mom 
says the longest journey 
starts with the first step. 
I don’t know if this a 
first step or not but the 
road ahead looks very 
promising. 
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  Dr. Pamela Wright DVM and 
Tracy Sprunger are two of our 
most staunch Desoto County 
Animal People. For the past 3 
year they have served as our 
Vet and Tech for Desoto 
County Animal Services yearly 
low cost pet vaccinations. Al-
though 4 hours may not sound 
like a long time, it can be so 
when you will see between 100 
to 150 pets and their families 
during those few hours.  

  Both ladies work at the Arca-
dia Animal Ark 109 S. Desoto 
Ave. and are well acquainted 

with many area residents and 
their pets. 

  Dr. Pam as she is known to 
most of us completed her vet-
erinary schooling at Auburn 
University and has been practic-
ing since graduation in 2001. 

   Ms. Tracy has worked as a vet 
tech since 1988. In her many 
years she has been witness to 
many heartbreaks and numer-
ous success stories. 

   Both ladies work at the Ani-
mal Ark which is a veterinary 
practice owned by Dr. Adam 

Sorrell located at 109 S. Desoto  
Ave.  

   Animals Services is very 
happy to have these Animal 
People come on board and 
work with us to provide a ser-
vice to the pets of our commu-
nity and in the forming of a 
service that we foresee becom-
ing a regular event (if the past 3 
years are any indication).  

 

serve as the medical team once 
again for the 3rd year in a row . 
Pets and their families started 
lining up early for a deal that 
could not be beat. 

 

 

 

 

Saturday 
March 29 
was the 
spring 
low cost 
vaccina-

tion clinic hosted by Desoto 
County Animal Services. Dr. 
Pam Wright and Vet Tech 
Tracy Sprunger of Arcadia Ani-
mal Ark were kind enough to 

It was all hands on deck when the 
doors opened at 10 am.  

The process was made easier this 
year with the option to obtain the 
application ahead of  

ANIMAL PEOPLE 

more as soon as I get a few 
more things accomplished. I am 
sure it will be a busy event with 
something for almost everyone 
young and old with many of 
our pets finding their fur-ever 
homes. The best pets truly are 
adopted pets. I know because I 
have a few myself.  

   Our front lobby has been 
remodeled and we have finally 
installed Chameleon into our 
system providing for faster and  

more accurate records keeping.  
We are currently in the process of 
re-vamping our volunteer system 
and as soon as new procedures 
are in place, we will get the info 
out.  

   Busy busy busy is all I can say 
and we hope all this improvement 
and frenzied activity will enhance 
our department and its operation 
so that we can better serve the 
pets and residents of Desoto 
County. 

SUPERVISOR’S CORNER 

ANIMAL SERVICES OF-
FERS LOW COST PET 
VACCINATIONS 

Looking forward to 

the coming summer 

months.  

DESOTO COUNTY 
ANIMAL SERVICES IS 
PROUD TO RECOG-
NIZE OUR COMMU-
NITY ANIMAL PEOPLE 
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   My mind has been exploding 
lately with all kinds of things 
going on and things I would 
love to be able to accomplish in 
the coming months. The low 
cost vaccinations were great and 
the turn out was as expected—
busy. 
   Looking forward to the com-
ing months we are hoping to 
once again have our adopt –a-
thon which is always a big event 
in itself. I’ll let you know  
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CHAPTER 119 PUBLIC RE-
CORDS. 119.071 General exemp-
tions from inspection or coping of 

public records. 

(4) Agency Personnel Informa-
tion. 

      (d) 1.g. The home addresses, 
phone numbers and photographs 
of current or former code enforce-
ment officers; the names, home 
addresses, phone numbers and 
places of employment of the 
spouses and children of such per-
sonnel; and the names and loca-
tions of schools and day care facili-
ties attended by the children of 
such personnel are exempt from s. 
119.07(1) and s. 24(a), Article I of 
the State Constitution. 

CHAPTER 162 County or Municipal 
Code Enforcement 

162.21 Enforcement of county or 
municipal codes or ordinances; pen-
alties. 

(1) As used in this section, "code 
enforcement officer means any 
designated employee or agent of 
a county or municipality whose 
duty it is to enforce codes and 
ordinances enacted by the 
county or municipality.” 

(2) A county or municipality may 
designate certain of its employ-
ees or agents as code enforce-
ment officers. The training and 
qualifications of the employees 
or agents for such designation 
shall be determined by the 

county or municipality. Employees 
or agents who may be designated 
as code officers may include but 
are not limited to, code inspectors, 
law enforcement officers, animal 
control officers or fire safety in-
spectors. Designation as a code 
enforcement officer does not pro-
vide the code officer with the 
power of arrest or subject the code 
officer to the provisions of 
ss.943.085-943.255. Nothing in 
this section amends, alters, or con-
travenes the provisions of any 
state administered retirement sys-
tem or any state supported retire-
ment system established by general 
law. 

(3) (a) A code enforcement officer is 
authorized to issue a citation to a 
person when, based upon personal 
investigation, the officer has rea-
sonable cause to believe that the 
person has committed a civil in-
fraction in violation of a duly en-
acted code or ordinance and that 
the county court will hear the 
charge. 

5. July fourth 
6. Summer vacation 
7. Sun burn 
8. Over the hill 
 

1. Once upon a time 

2. Black and white 

3. Red, white and blue 

4. Rock a bye baby 

FOR YOUR INFORMATION 

Great Seal of 
the State of 

Florida 
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PUZZLE ANSWERS 

time by picking it up at Animal Services or downloading & printing it 
from the County web site. Tents and port-a johns were provided for 
client comfort and shelter as rain was predicted for later in the day. 

  
All totaled 72 pets 
were vaccinated 
against rabies and 
68 received 
Parvo/Distemper 
vaccinations. Home 
Again Micro-chips 
were also offered at 

cost of which 30 pet owners chose to have the permanent identifica-
tion added for their pets. Animal Services hopes to be able to offer 
these clinic more often in the future. Right now 2 are offered per  

year, one in the spring in March and the other in the fall 
in October.  
 
All this is made possible through donations to Animal 
Services as the clinic is funded solely through donations 
and the cooperation and helpful support of Dr. Pam & 
Ms. Tracey of whom we could not do without.  
 
We wish to thank all who participated and helped out 
and are proud to have been of service to our community. 
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NEWS BITES 

 
 Hills Pet Nutrition has a mission to help enrich and lengthen the special relationships be-
tween people and their pets. Learn more about Science Diet & Prescription Diet pet foods 
at  
HillsPet.com. 
 
 
If you are a special needs person who may need to evacuate during a disaster, Desoto 
County Animal Services has a pet disaster shelter. The informational pamphlet and applica-
tion for your pre-registration can be acquired at Animal Services at 2048 N.E. McKay St. 
 
Don’t forget the Disaster Volunteer Program. If interested, you can obtain the pamphlet 
and application at Animal Services at 2048 N.E. McKay St or call 863-993-4855 for more 
information. Daily volunteers are always welcome to walk dogs, play with the cats, clean 
pens, bathe animals, file, sweep, dust and mop. Its never the same thing twice. 
 
 
 
Tours and activities can be scheduled at the Animal Services facility. School groups, 
classes, clubs and activity centers can schedule a tour by calling 863-993-4855. Lectures 
and talks can also be arranged to have an Animal Services representative come to you. 
 
 
 
Donations of pet food and pet treats are always appreciated. Blankets, towels and small 
area rugs are of great use as pet bedding. (No clothing items please) Special needs are a 
chain link play area for the dogs. 
 
 
 
Live humane traps are available for nuisance hard to capture animals. Cat, dog & chicken 
traps are available for a deposit of $25. Upon return of the trap Desoto County will refund 
$20 by check through the mail. The traps are available for 7 days which can be extended 
for another 7 days with a simple phone call. 
 
 
Desoto County Animal Services has a pet food bank to help feed pet of households that 
may be struggling with hard economic times. Wet  (canned) and dry cat and dog food are 
available according to stocks on hand. 2 draws per year can be made per household. Sup-
plies are limited. (Donations have been extremely low recently and as a result the food 
bank is depleted and closed until further notice)   
 
 
Donation of a trailer to use for off-site events and for the safer and more efficient transport 
of pets, cages  and other equipment is needed. A tax credit can be obtained from the 
County for a donation of this type. 
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