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INTERGOVERNMENTAL COORDINATION ELEMENT 

 

A. INTRODUCTION 

The Intergovernmental Coordination Element (ICE) is a critical component of this Plan since it is 
the foundation for the coordination process for DeSoto County.  The purpose of this element is to 
summarize and evaluate the effectiveness of DeSoto County’s mechanisms and methods of 
coordination between the County and other agencies and jurisdictions.   

In addition, the Local Government Comprehensive Planning Act requires that local comprehensive 
plans be consistent with the goals of the State and Regional Policy Plans.  Local governments need 
to provide for this consistency in the goals, objectives, and policies of their plans.  The legislative 
intent of the consistency requirement is to provide an opportunity for all comprehensive plans to 
coordinate into a statewide framework for "growth management."  One tool that the Act mandated 
to meet this legislative intent is for all local plans to adopt an Intergovernmental Coordination 
Element. 

In order to provide for this consistency, coordination among State, regional, other counties, local 
municipalities and agencies is essential.  This coordination provides not only the method for the 
plans to be consistent, but also allows for more efficient delivery of services to the County residents 
and businesses.  Mechanisms to meet this consistency requirement include, but are not limited to: 

 Intergovernmental agreements; 

 Joint planning and service agreements; 

 Special legislation; 

 Grants and resource assistance;  

 Joint meetings and public hearings; and, 

 Work groups or governmental programs designed to further intergovernmental 
coordination. 

In addition, the ICE can act as a catalyst for the implementation of the rest of the Plan elements.  By 
defining and creating tests of consistency within the ICE, coordination within and among elements 
can be identified. 

The ICE can also be used as a mechanism to provide direction to the County for future 
implementation of Federal, State, and regional programs, grants and assistance.  Numerous 
government programs exist which can be used by the County in the implementation of its 
Comprehensive Plan.   In addition, these programs can be used to coordinate the growing demands 
of population growth on the County’s services and public infrastructure. 
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B. INVENTORY OF EXISTING INTERGOVERNMENTAL COORDINATION 
MECHANISMS 

To be effective at providing services for citizens, DeSoto County has to coordinate with many 
agencies, such as adjacent cities and Counties, Authorities, and several Federal and State agencies.  
This section identifies the current mechanisms that are in place for coordination. 

1. Coordination with Local Municipalities 

DeSoto County contains one incorporated municipality, the City of Arcadia.  The County 
has several agreements with the City of Arcadia that are identified below.  Additionally, the 
County has several agreements with cities in neighboring counties that are identified in the 
next section.  

a. City of Arcadia 

Below is a description of the agreements that Desoto County has with the City of 
Arcadia. 

 Florida Local Mitigation Strategy Guideline - The County and the City have a 
contractual agreement to prepare and implement a comprehensive local 
Hazard Mitigation Strategy in compliance with the State of Florida Local 
Mitigation Strategy Guidelines.  Currently, coordination between the County 
and the City consists of a Local Mitigation Strategy Committee.   As 
requirement of the Local Mitigation Strategy Plan, each local government is 
required to establish standing committees. A liaison from Arcadia sits on the 
committee to provide input and recommendations to the County.  This 
agreement is monitored by the County’ Emergency Management 
Department. 

 Bulk Water and Wastewater Supply – The County and the City of Arcadia have 
an agreement to provide water and wastewater services to the unincorporated 
area of the County, as well as providing water and wastewater service 
extensions to the Walmart project and Agri-Civic Center sites.  The County 
agrees to encourage the City to annex property as a direct benefit to this 
agreement. This agreement is monitored by the County’s Administrator’s 
Office . 

 Combined Emergency Services System - DeSoto County also has an Interlocal 
Agreement with the City of Arcadia to provide emergency services.  The 
agreement establishes a combined Countywide Emergency Services System 
including Fire and Emergency Medical Services, to assure efficient delivery of 
Emergency Fire and Medical Service to the City of Arcadia, and all 
unincorporated areas of DeSoto County. These services are the responsibility 
of the County to provide. This agreement is monitored by the County’s 
Administrator’s Office. 

 Dispatching and Communication Services - The interlocal agreement between the 
DeSoto County Sheriff’s Office and the City of Arcadia is for dispatching 
and communication services.  DeSoto County Sheriff’s Office provides 
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dispatching and communication services for all emergency agencies of the 
County and the City.  All agencies providing emergency services in DeSoto 
County will develop, with the Sheriff protocol and procedures, the proper 
discharge of duties as a combined communications center. This agreement is 
no longer in effect, however the two are merged as a countywide service.  

 Solid Waste - The City and the County have an Interlocal Agreement 
regarding the responsibilities of solid waste disposal and recycling.  The 
agreement states that the existing County Landfill and all future solid waste 
facilities constructed or made available by County shall be for the use of all 
residents.  The City agrees to participate in all decisions involving solid waste 
matters in DeSoto County through membership on the DeSoto County Solid 
Waste Advisory Committee.  The City also agrees to cooperate with the 
County in establishing recycling programs instituted by the County, as well as 
planning and education studies.  Any monies received from the State of 
Florida relating to solid waste recycling and education grants will be received 
and expended by the County.  This agreement is monitored by the County’s 
Environmental Services Department. 

 Joint Planning - Another Interlocal Agreement is for the coordination of joint 
planning activities between the City of Arcadia and DeSoto County. This 
agreement is monitored by the County’s Administrator’s Office. 

 Infrastructure Surtax - The City of Arcadia and DeSoto County have an 
Interlocal Agreement for the imposition of a local government infrastructure 
surtax approved by voters in 1987.  The agreement states that the City of 
Arcadia will receive no less than 30% of the monies for a period of 15 years.  
This agreement is monitored by the County’s Administrator’s Office. 

 Building Permit/Building Inspections - The interlocal has expired but the County 
still provides plan review, building permit, and building inspection service 
within the City. .  

2. Coordination with Adjacent Counties and Municipalities 

The County shares its borders with Hardee County to the north, Highlands to the east, 
Glades and Charlotte Counties to the south and Sarasota and Manatee Counties to the west. 
DeSoto County has several agreements with its’ neighboring counties.  There are also a few 
agreements that are identified below with municipalities that are located within these 
adjacent counties.  Additionally, there are several agreements that are multi-jurisdictional that 
are identified in this section. 

a. City of North Port 

Treatment and Disposal of Leachate Water - The County has two Interlocal Agreements 
with the City of North Port.  The first agreement is for the City of North Port to 
provide DeSoto County with the treatment and disposal of leachate water.  The City 
will accept leachate water from the DeSoto County Sanitary Landfill at the City’s 
wastewater treatment facilities on Pan American Blvd. This agreement is monitored 
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by the County’ Administrator’s Office.  The second agreement with the City is a 
regional water supply agreement, described later. 

b. City of Holmes Beach 

Public Records Storage - The Interlocal Agreement between the City of Holmes Beach 
and DeSoto County is to provide mutual aid for public records storage. If an 
emergency or natural disaster occurs which requires either one to relocate its public 
records to prevent damage or destruction, the other party agrees to provide a secure, 
fenced area for these records through the duration of the emergency or natural 
disaster. This agreement is monitored by the County’s Public Safety Department. 

c. City of Bradenton Beach 

Public Records Storage - The Interlocal Agreement between the City of Bradenton 
Beach and DeSoto County is to provide mutual aid for public records storage. If an 
emergency or natural disaster occurs which requires either one to relocate its public 
records to prevent damage or destruction, the other party agrees to provide a secure, 
fenced area for these records through the duration of the emergency or natural 
disaster. This agreement is monitored by the County’s Public Safety Department. 

d. Hardee County 

Hazardous Waste Storage - The Interlocal Agreement between Hardee County and 
DeSoto County is to allow the two governmental entities to jointly designate 
hazardous waste storage facility areas.  This agreement is monitored by Desoto 
County’s Environmental Services Department.  

e. Highlands County 

Mutual Aid in Emergency Operations - The Mutual Aid Agreement between Highlands 
County and DeSoto County is for the benefit of mutual aid in emergency operations 
in the protection of life and property. This agreement states that communication and 
coordination by either DeSoto or Highlands County will go through each respective 
Public Safety Director or Shift Captain or his/her designee through the other entity’s 
County Director. This agreement is monitored by the Desoto County Emergency 
Management Department. 

f. Sarasota County 

Water Sale - DeSoto County has an agreement with Sarasota County to sell water to 
Sarasota County under the Peace River/Manasota Water Supply Authority Contract 
(WSA Contract) dated on March 8, 1999 between the Authority and Charlotte, 
Sarasota and DeSoto Counties.  Sarasota County under the WSA Contract Sarasota 
County agreed to sell 0.250 MGD of its allocation to DeSoto County, and Sarasota 
County gives DeSoto County a five (5) year option to affect the transfer of an 
additional 0.125 MGD of Sarasota County’s allocation.  DeSoto County desired to 
sell its surplus potable water back to Sarasota County and Sarasota County desired to 
purchase the surplus potable water from DeSoto County.  This agreement is 
monitored by the Desoto County Administrator’s Office. 
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g. Highlands, Hardee and Polk Counties 

Regional Water Resource Planning - Highlands, Hardee, Polk, and DeSoto Counties 
entered into the Heartland Water Alliance as a mechanism to foster Regional Water 
Resource Planning.  They have agreed to jointly develop a four-county Water Supply 
Plan.  They have hired an engineering consultant to develop the Water Supply Plan.   

h. Sarasota and Manatee Counties 

District 12 Medical Examiner - Sarasota, Manatee and DeSoto Counties have an 
Interlocal Agreement to jointly and equitably adopt and fund the annual budget of 
the District 12 Medical Examiner.  Additionally, they jointly agree to equitably fund a 
leasehold for the central office facilities of the District Medical Examiner located in 
the City of Sarasota, Florida.  Sarasota County is designated as the Administrator of 
this Interlocal Agreement; its County Administrator will coordinate the 
administration of the agreement with Manatee and DeSoto Counties. 

i. Sarasota, Manatee, and Charlotte Counties 

Fire Protection, EMS Services and Specialized Services - Sarasota, Manatee, Charlotte and 
DeSoto Counties have entered into a Four-County Uniform Interlocal Agreement 
for Fire Protection, EMS Services and Specialized Services.  The agreement is to 
provide reciprocal emergency aid and assistance for fire protection, emergency 
medial services, and/or specialized services with their respective territorial limits for 
the mutual advantage.  This agreement is monitored by Desoto County’s Public 
Safety Department. 

j. Hardee, Highlands and Okeechobee Counties 

Multi-county Library Cooperative – Hardee, Highlands, Okeechobee, and DeSoto 
Counties entered into an Interlocal Agreement to implement and administer a multi-
county library cooperative to be known as the Heartland Library Cooperative.  The 
purpose of this agreement is to establish a multi-county library cooperative to 
provide enhancements to the library services being provided by the Counties, to 
encourage cooperation among the County libraries, and to provide free access to 
library services for all the residents of the Counties. This agreement is monitored by 
the County’s Library. 

k. River/Manasota Regional Water Supply Authority, Charlotte, Manatee, and 
Sarasota Counties 

Potable Water Supply - This agreement is described in more detail in the Regional 
Utility section.  

l. Hardee and Highlands Counties 

Heartland Workforce Investment Consortium - Hardee, Highlands, and DeSoto Counties 
have an agreement known as the Heartland Workforce Investment Consortium.  The 
purpose of this agreement is to prepare youth and unskilled adults for entry into the 
labor force and to provide job training to those who are economically disadvantaged 
and other individuals facing serious barriers to employment. 
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3. School Board and County Agency Coordination 

a. DeSoto County School Board  

The DeSoto County School Board is the provider of public K through 12 education 
in DeSoto County.  The DeSoto County School Board operates seven (7) schools 
that serve the area residents. Table VII-1 presents the inventory of facilities and the 
associated enrollment information as of February 28, 2005.  

Pursuant to legislative requirements of Section 163.3177(1)(d) and 1013.33(2)(d), 
Florida Statutes, the County and the City of Arcadia have partnered with the School 
Board to develop and execute an interlocal agreement for public school facility 
planning.  The agreement adopted on May 11, 2005 includes: 

 Student enrollment and population projections; 

 The coordination and sharing of information;  

 School site selection, significant renovations and potential closures; 

 Issues of supporting infrastructure, school capacity; 

 The initiation of the school district’s five year school plant survey and the 
annual update of the district facilities five-year work program; 

 The co-location and shared use of facilities; 

 Conflict resolution; 

 The oversight process and public participation; and, 

 The School Board’s involvement with local planning agencies.  

b. Economic Development Department 

The County has an Economic Development Department that provides economic 
development, business recruitment and business retention services. DeSoto County 
and its residents have quickly adopted new technology, and supported new 
businesses that have improved the quality of life and made the local economy more 
efficient.  The Department is oriented toward the growth of local business and 
coordinates with the enterprise zone committee and larger business owners in the 
community on economic issues. 

4. Regional Coordination 

The primary regional agencies that provide mechanisms for coordination and input 
regarding regional issues include the Southwest Florida Water Management District and 
Central Florida Regional Planning Council. 

a. Southwest Florida Water Management District  

DeSoto County is located within the Southwest Florida Water Management District 
(SWFWMD).  The mission of the Southwest Florida Water Management District is 
to manage the water and water-related resources within its boundaries. Central to the 
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mission is maintaining the balance between the water needs of current and future 
users while protecting and maintaining the natural systems that provide the District 
with its existing and future water supply.  

Water Management Districts regulate the use of ground and surface waters within 
their respective districts, which includes wetlands protection, surface water 
management, stormwater discharges, and consumptive uses of water.  These districts 
may also provide several other programs including water supply planning, 
groundwater studies, restoration of regional surface water systems, comprehensive 
plan review, intergovernmental coordination, and land acquisition and management 
of environmentally sensitive lands. 

All new developments, unless exempt, are required to obtain a stormwater permit 
from the SWFWMD, prior to the issuance of a development order.  The District has 
a local office in Sarasota that reviews development plans in DeSoto County.  

DeSoto County has two agreements with the District, as follows: 

 The first is a cooperative agreement between the District and DeSoto County 
to provide access to near real-time District Data Collection. 

 The other agreement is for the development and management of recreational 
facilities on the Deep Creek Tract.   The purpose of the agreement is to detail 
the County’s and the District’s rights and associated responsibilities regarding 
the construction and maintenance of compatible, resource-based recreational 
facilities on Public Lands.  The Deep Creek Tract was acquired to preserve 
and protect its water resources, ecological values, cultural, and historical 
resources, and to provide the public with certain compatible active and 
resource based recreational amenities such as picnic areas, nature trails, 
restrooms, a security residence, and vehicle parking.  The County is 
responsible for the design, construction, and management of all facilities.  
The Public Works Department maintains principal liaison with the District. 

b. Central Florida Regional Planning Council  

The Central Florida Regional Planning Council (CFRPC) is the regional planning 
agency responsible for the implementation of powers and duties pursuant to Chapter 
186, F.S., for DeSoto County.  The CFRPC has regional planning jurisdiction in the 
Counties DeSoto, Hardee, Highlands, Okeechobee, and Polk Counties. 

The Central Florida Region is aptly named as it is located geographically in the center 
of the Florida peninsula. The region is unique among the eleven regions in the state 
in that it is the only one not to contain a coastal county in its boundaries. Primarily 
rural in nature, with the exception of northern Polk County's I-4 corridor, the area is 
agricultural based with small spread out jurisdictions. The combined population for 
the Central Florida Region in 1995 was 593,103; an increase of a little less than 
50,000 persons since the 1990 census. 

The Council is the agency responsible for the development and implementation of 
the Strategic Regional Policy Plan. The CFRPC has the responsibility, pursuant to 
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Chapter 163 F.S., to review local comprehensive plans and any associated map 
amendments in the context of the relationship and consistency of the locally 
submitted plan or plan amendments with the Strategic Regional Policy Plan (SRPP). 
DeSoto coordinates with the CFRPC regarding comprehensive plan amendments.  

Pursuant to Chapter 380 F.S., the Regional Planning Council also has the authority 
to regulate Developments of Regional Impact (DRI). Developments of Regional 
Impact are developments that have a substantial effect on the health, safety, welfare, 
and quality of life of citizens in more than one county. The CFRPC has the authority 
to ensure that these developments are consistent with accepted level of service 
standards and the Strategic Regional Policy Plan, and the Council's recommendations 
are incorporated in any development orders for the DRI. DeSoto County 
coordinates with the CFRPC regarding opportunities to review projects in adjacent 
Counties through the DRI review procedure.  Through the DRI process, the County 
also has the opportunity to review projects that may impact services or levels of 
service in Desoto County, which lie in adjacent Cities and Counties, which are in the 
other regional planning council districts. 

DeSoto County can also coordinate through the CFRPC with any dispute resolution 
concerns as needed.  There are no formal written agreements with the CFRPC. 

5. Regional Utility Coordination 

Desoto County also coordinates with public and private entities to provide utility service, 
such as the Peace River/Manasota Water Supply Authority and Aqua Utilities of Florida. 

a. Peace River/Manasota Water Supply Authority  

The Peace River/Manasota Water Supply Authority is an independent special district 
of the State of Florida. They operate as a regional partnership with Charlotte, 
DeSoto, Manatee, and Sarasota counties; and the City of Northport.  They work 
collectively to ensure adequate water supplies for an ever-growing population of 
more than 750,000 people in the region. They develop, recover, and store water that 
they supply at a wholesale rate to County public utility providers.  

Amended Interlocal Agreement and Master Water Supply Contract  for Peace/River Manasota 
Regional Water Supply Authority – The purpose of the amended agreement is to 
implement procedures for acquiring, operating, and expanding the Peace River 
Regional Water Treatment Facility, along with Appurtenant or associated 
installations, real property and fixtures and water transmission facilities; and to  
establish procedures governing the votes of the Authority Board, designate new rate 
structures, and authorize the authority to develop new water sources. In this 
agreement DeSoto County became an exclusive customer of the Authority.  The 
agreement requires the authority to provide water to meet the future needs of the 
County.  The County Administrator’s Office maintains principal liaison with the 
District. 

Joint Agreement for Hydro Biological Monitoring Program – The purpose of the joint 
agreement between the Peace River/Manasota Regional Water Supply Authority and 
Charlotte, Manatee, Sarasota, and DeSoto Counties is to expand the membership of 
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the Water Use permit for the Hydro-Biological Monitoring Program Scientific 
Review Panel from five to six members.  Charlotte County will select and fund the 
cost of the added Panel member.  The remaining members of the Panel shall 
continue to be appointed and funded as provided in the Water Use Permit.  The 
County Administrator’s Department maintains principal liaison with the District. 

Facility Allocation Agreement – The Peace River/Manasota Regional Water 
Supply Authority and Charlotte, Sarasota, and DeSoto Counties have agreed to 
amend the water supply contract.  The purpose of this agreement is to develop, 
store, and supply water for county and municipal purposes that gives priority to 
reducing adverse environmental effects of excessive or improper withdrawals from 
concentrated areas.  The parties in the contract govern the operation, maintenance, 
alteration, replacement, and expansion of the Peace River Regional Water Supply 
Facility and Regional Transmission System for an additional 2,190 MGY in system 
capacity that will be created for the expansion of the facility. The SWFWMD had 
determined that severely dropping potentiometric water elevations in the Floridan 
Aquifer within the area designated as the Southern Water Use Caution Area are 
causing salt water intrusion and will continue to cause salt water intrusion into 
potable water zones unless groundwater withdrawals from the area are capped or 
reduced. The agreement discusses the establishment of a new Water Source Initiative 
Program to cause development of new water sources within the southern Water Use 
Caution Area that will help reduce the regions dependency upon groundwater.  
SWFWMD makes funds available for this Water Source Initiative Program.  The 
County Administrator’s Office maintains principal liaison with the District. 

Regional Pipeline Extension Amended Pipeline Agreement – This agreement is between the 
Peace River/Manasota Regional Water Supply Authority and DeSoto County.  The 
purpose of the agreement is the authority to construct a water transmission line with 
a maximum flow capacity of 3.1 million gallons per day and to provide water delivery 
services to DeSoto County. The County Administrator’s Office maintains principal 
liaison with the District. 

b. Aqua Utilities of Florida   

Amended Bulk Water Supply Contract –Aqua Utilities of Florida, Inc. and DeSoto 
County are working to amend the water supply contract. The purpose of the 
agreement is to provide for the sale of water by the County to Aqua Utilities for the 
distribution to the developments in the Lake Suzy area. The franchisee is at or near 
capacity of the water allocation in the current contract.  The franchise covers a two-
section area in the SW corner of the County.  The amended agreement is expected to 
be in place by fall of 2006. 

New Bulk Wastewater Contract –Aqua Utilities of Florida, Inc. and DeSoto County are 
working to create a new wastewater contract. The purpose of the agreement would 
be to provide for wastewater treatment capacity by the County above what Aqua 
Utilities current provides in the Lake Suzy Area. The new agreement is expected to 
be in place by fall of 2006. 
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6. State Coordination 

Below are the state agencies that provide the mechanisms for coordination and input 
regarding state issues impacting DeSoto County, as well as summaries of the agreements that 
are currently in place. 

a. Florida Department of Environmental Protection 

The Florida Department of Environmental Protection (FDEP) is charged with the 
responsibility of preserving the quality of the State of Florida's land, water, and air 
resources. This department has regulatory control of industrial waste, air pollution 
emission, hazardous waste, potable water usage, solid waste, sewage disposal, dredge 
and fill activities, and environmentally sensitive areas. 

The FDEP is also responsible for the monitoring of any construction or dredge and 
fill activity in the County and any proposed channel or canal must receive permits 
from the FDEP prior to commencement of such activity.  The FDEP also has 
regulatory authority of submerged bottomlands, including grass beds and aquatic life, 
and jurisdictional wetlands. The Department reviews all dredge and fill permits to 
ensure that construction activity will not adversely impact the aquatic resources of 
the State. The local office of the Florida Department of Environmental Protection is 
located in Tampa.  The agreements and grants currently in place between Desoto 
County and the FDEP are summarized below. 

DeSoto County Section 16 Landfill Permit – DeSoto County has a permit from the 
Florida Department of Environmental Protection to operate and maintain a landfill 
with leachate storage and related facilities and provide long-term care monitoring and 
maintenance for closed portions referred to as the DeSoto County Section 16 Class I 
Landfill in Arcadia.  The County’s Environmental Services Department maintains 
principal liaison. 

Small County Solid Waste Grant Agreement – DeSoto County has an ongoing agreement 
with the Florida Department of Environmental Protection for the Small County 
Solid Waste Grant in the amount of $191,176. The County’s Environmental Services 
Department maintains principal liaison. 

Florida Recreation Development Assistance Program Project Grant – DeSoto County has a 
Grant Agreement with the Florida Department of Environmental Protection for 
Hargrave Park Improvements.  The grant will fund the construction of certain public 
outdoor recreation facilities and improvements consisting of a baseball field, bike 
path, soccer/intramural field, basketball court, access drive, parking and other related 
support facilities.  The County’s Parks Department maintains principal liaison. 

Clean Water State Revolving Fund Dept Purchase Agreement - DeSoto County and the 
Florida Department of Environmental Protection entered into a Debt Purchase 
Agreement.  This agreement states that the Florida Department of Environmental 
Protection will purchase DeSoto County’s debt in the principal amount the 
Department has agreed that the Debt Purchase Agreement supersedes the Loan 
Agreement for the Phase I wastewater force mains and lift stations.  
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b. Florida Department of Community Affairs 

The Department of Community Affairs (DCA) assists Florida communities in 
meeting the challenges of growth, reducing the effects of disasters and investing in 
community revitalization.  The Department of Community Affairs (DCA) is the 
primary State agency responsible for review of comprehensive plans and land use 
map amendments, as well as the implementation of growth management strategies.    

The DCA also provides technical assistance and administers grant programs. The 
agency provides assistance in the areas of housing, community development, 
resource planning and management, community services, land and water 
management, public safety, emergency management preparedness, and post-disaster 
recovery. DeSoto County received significant post-disaster recovery grants and 
assistance in the fall of 2004 due to the direct impact of Hurricane Charlie.  

In addition, the Department is the State agency responsible for coordination and 
review of Developments of Regional Impact. DeSoto County has not had any DRI 
development orders issued.  Below is a summary of the assistance that has been 
provided to Desoto County by the DCA.   

CDBG Housing (05DB-79-07-24-01-NE3) – DeSoto County and the Department of 
Community Affairs entered into a Grant Agreement that provides $584,088.70 to 
DeSoto County under the Small Cities Community Development Block Grant 
Program.  This agreement is for a modification to the agreement for a time extension 
to be revised to November 16, 2005, and for a revision of the Activity Work Plan. 
This project is completed and closed out. 

CDBG Housing (03DB-1A-07-24-01-E09) - DeSoto County and the Department of 
Community Affairs entered into a Grant Agreement that provides $750,000 to 
DeSoto County under the Small Cities Community Development Block Grant 
Program.   This project is completed and closed out. 

CDBG Housing (04DB-1Q-07-24-01-H16) - DeSoto County and the Department of 
Community Affairs entered into a Grant Agreement that provides $750,000 to 
DeSoto County under the Small Cities Community Development Block Grant 
Program. This project is completed and closed out. 

Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Program Federally Funded Sub-grant Agreement (05EA-
5K-07-24-01-010) – DeSoto County entered into an agreement with the Department 
of Community Affairs for Low Income Home Energy Assistance through a sub-
grant provided from the Federal Government for the year 2005-2006. 

Disaster Relief Funding Agreement – DeSoto County and the Department of Community 
Affairs Disaster Relief Funding from the devastating impacts upon the state of 
Florida from Tropical Storm Bonnie and Hurricane Charley.  The County’s Grants 
Department maintains principal liaison.  

State and Federally Funded Sub-grant Agreement (05BG-04-07-24-01-187) – DeSoto 
County and the Department of Community Affairs have entered into agreement for 
the purpose funding from the Emergency Management Preparedness and Assistance 
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Trust Fund to enhance DeSoto County’s emergency management plans and 
programs that are consistent with the State Comprehensive Emergency Management 
Plan and Program.  The County’s Emergency Management Department maintains 
principal liaison. 

Modification of Contract for the State and Federally Funded Subgrant Agreement (05BG-04-07-
24-01-187) – The Modification of Contract, discussed above, awards the County with 
funds from the Federal government through the Department of Community Affairs 
for the amount of $24,969.  The County’s Emergency Management Department 
maintains principal liaison. 

Statewide Mutual Aid Agreement – DeSoto County, as well as all the other participating 
local government in Florida and the Department of Community Affairs have an 
agreement to provide Statewide Mutual Aid for a wide range of disasters that are 
likely to disrupt essential services and the destruction of infrastructure needed to 
deliver services to the public.  The Emergency Management Act provides local 
governments of the State the authority to make agreements for mutual assistance in 
emergencies and through such agreements to ensure the timely reimbursement of 
costs incurred by the local government(s) that needs assistance.  The County’s 
Emergency Management Department maintains principal liaison. 

Federally Funded Sub-grant Agreement (05DS-2N-07-24-01) – DeSoto County and the 
Department of Community Affairs have entered into an agreement for the purpose 
of planning, training, equipment, and EOC enhancements in accordance with the 
Homeland Security Strategy Grant Program for $62,844.  The County’s Emergency 
Management Department maintains principal liaison. 

c. Florida Department of Transportation 

The Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) provides safe transportation 
systems that ensure the mobility of people, enhances economic prosperity, and 
preserves the quality of the environment and community.  It is the primary State 
agency responsible for Florida's transportation system.   This control is manifested in 
construction, maintenance, and permitting of access for these roads.  FDOT has 
authority over, and is responsible for State Road 17, State Road 31, State Road 70, 
and State Road 72.   

The Department has regulatory authority over the use of land within rights-of-way 
and surface water discharge into highway drainage systems. As such, FDOT 
regulates curb cuts, traffic control devices, maintenance of lighting, and drainage 
flow on the State's highway system.  DeSoto County is within FDOT District 1, 
which administers from the Ft. Myers Office.   

Traffic Signal Maintenance and Compensation Agreement – DeSoto County has an 
agreement with FDOT for the maintenance and operation of traffic signals or signal 
systems on the State Highway System.  The agreement states that DeSoto County 
will be responsible for maintenance and continuous operation of the traffic signals, 
traffic signal systems, flashing school zone traffic control devices, intersection 
flashing beacons, illuminated street name signs, and the payment of electricity and 
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electrical charges incurred in connection with operation of traffic signals and signal 
systems upon the completion of installation.  FDOT agrees to pay an annual 
compensation based on FDOT’s fiscal year for the cost of the maintenance and 
continuous operation of full traffic signal locations.  The County Administrator’s 
Office maintains principal liaison. 

Traffic Signal Maintenance and Compensation Agreement (AM988) – The FDOT sent a 
letter to DeSoto County authorizing the County to begin work place traffic signals at 
three different intersections in the County. The County Administrator’s Department 
maintains principal liaison. 

State Highway Lighting Maintenance and Compensation Agreement (AM839) – DeSoto 
County and the FDOT entered into an agreement for the lighting maintenance and 
compensation on state highways.  The County’s Administrative Services Department 
maintains principal liaison. 

Local Agency Program Agreements – DeSoto County and the FDOT have entered into 
five Local Agency Program (LAP) Agreements.  These agreements give the FDOT 
the authority to function adequately in all areas of the jurisdiction including the 
implementation of an integrated and balanced transportation system.  The purpose 
of this agreement is to provide the FDOT the right to participate in the sidewalk 
projects with the County by providing financial assistance from the FDOT for the 
project. Currently there are five projects under construction. The County Public 
Works Department maintains principal liaison. 

Local Agency Certification Qualification Agreement – DeSoto County and FDOT have 
entered into an agreement noting that DeSoto County will comply with the 
requirements of developing all projects of the Federal Aid Highway System.  The 
County Administrator’s Office maintains principal liaison. 

Reciprocal Agreement for Mutual Waiver of all Permit Fees – DeSoto County and FDOT 
entered into an agreement for the reciprocal wavier of all permit fees.  DeSoto 
County agrees to waive all applicable permit fees for FDOT’s projects within its 
jurisdiction including, but not limited to, maintenance projects, reconstruction 
projects and construction projects.  FDOT agrees to waive all applicable permit fees 
for work to be performed by DeSoto County on State Road rights-of-way.  The 
County Administrator’s Office maintains principal liaison. 

d. Florida Department of Corrections 

The Department of Corrections protects the public by operating a safe, secure, 
humane, and efficient corrections system. Their goals are to:  

 Protect the public, staff, and inmates  

 Develop staff committed to professionalism and fiscal responsibility  

 Ensure victims and stakeholders are treated with dignity, sensitivity, and 
respect in making and executing administrative and operational decisions  

 Prepare offenders for re-entry and release into society 
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Memorandum of Understanding – DeSoto County and the Florida Department of 
Corrections entered into an agreement providing for the County to assume full 
operational control of the existing water and wastewater improvements located on 
the property at DeSoto Correctional Institution.  The County’s Utilities Department 
maintains principal liaison. 

Interagency/Public Works Agreement – Wastewater Treatment Plant – DeSoto County and 
the Florida Department of Corrections entered into an agreement for the inmates at 
the DeSoto Correctional Institute to be used in an Inmate Work Program for the 
Wastewater Treatment Plant.  The County Utilities Department maintains principal 
liaison. 

Interagency/Public Works Agreement - Water Treatment Plant – DeSoto County and the 
Florida Department of Corrections entered into an agreement for the inmates at the 
DeSoto Correctional Institute to be used in an Inmate Work Program for the Water 
Treatment Plant.  The County Utilities Department maintains principal liaison. 

e. Office of Tourism, Trade and Economic Development 

Economic Development Transportation Fund – DeSoto County, on behalf of Wal-Mart 
Stores East, Inc., and the State of Florida Office of Tourism, Trade and Economic 
Development have entered into an agreement to fund the construction of a four-lane 
access road from US Highway 17 to the Wal-Mart distribution center site, and to 
construct acceleration and deceleration lanes on the US Highway 17 at the 
intersection of the new access road. The County’s Grants Department maintains 
principal liaison. 

f. Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services  

The Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services, Division of 
Forestry, protects and manages Florida's forest resources through a stewardship ethic 
to assure these resources will be available for future generations.  The Department of 
Agriculture and Consumer Services (FDACS) safeguards the public and supports 
Florida's agricultural economy by: 

 Ensuring the safety and wholesomeness of food and other consumer 
products through inspection and testing programs; 

 Protecting consumers from unfair and deceptive business practices and 
providing consumer information; 

 Assisting Florida's farmers and agricultural industries with the production 
and promotion of agricultural products; and 

 Conserving and protecting the state's agricultural and natural resources by 
reducing wildfires, promoting environmentally safe agricultural practices, and 
managing public lands. 

The FDACS and its Division of Forestry provide staff and residents of DeSoto 
County with technical assistance, consumer related services and publications.   
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g. State Housing Initiatives Partnership 

DeSoto County is a participant of the State Housing Initiatives Partnership Program 
(SHIP).  DeSoto County has adopted a plan and policies  to implement the SHIP 
Local Housing Assistance Plan.  The strategy is developed to encourage, produce, 
and preserve affordable housing for very low, low, and moderate-income residents 
within DeSoto County.  The SHIP Program will provide $350,000 in annual funding.  
The County’s Housing Department maintains principal liaison. 

h. State of Florida Department of Health 

The mission of the Florida Department of Health is to promote and protect the 
health and safety of all people in Florida through the delivery of quality public health 
services and the promotion of health care standards. This mission is accomplished 
by:  

 identifying health risks in the community;  

 maintaining a safe and healthful environment;  

 detecting, investigating, and preventing the spread of disease;  

 promoting healthy lifestyles;  

 providing primary care for individuals with limited access to such care from 
the private sector; and ensuring that health care practitioners meet the 
requirements for providing adequate care;  

 informing the public on health issues.  

Florida's public health and related agencies take on three main roles: health 
protection, health promotion and disease prevention, and health treatment.  

DeSoto County Health Department Contract 2005-2006 – DeSoto County and the State of 
Florida Department of Health entered into an agreement in order to assure 
coordination between the State and the County in the operation of the County 
Health Department.  The purpose of the agreement is to promote, protect, maintain, 
and improve the health and safety of all citizens and visitors of the State through a 
system of coordinated county health department services.  The County’s 
Administrator’s Office maintains principal liaison. 

i. Florida Department of Juvenile Justice 

The mission of the Florida Department of Juvenile Justice is to protect the Public by 
Reducing Juvenile Crime and Delinquency in Florida.  The juvenile justice system 
must provide strong prevention and early intervention services for at-risk youth and 
minor offenders.  A balanced approach also must supply opportunities for 
rehabilitation for the more serious juvenile offender.  

First Amendment to Construction Agreement for G. Pierce Wood Facility - Through the 
agreement the Department of Juvenile Justice has released its lease of the land at the 
G. Pierce Wood Facility to DeSoto County so that the County can re-lease the same 
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land from the Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement Trust Fund of the 
State of Florida (BTIITF) for the construction and operation of the new wastewater 
and water plants. The County has since entered into this lease. The County’s Utilities 
Department maintains principal liaison. 

j. Florida Development Finance Corporation 

Florida Development Finance Corporation - DeSoto County joined into an Interlocal 
Agreement with the Florida Development Finance Corporation.  The agreement 
states that the Florida Development Finance Corporation has the right, power, and 
authority to exercise all the powers set forth in the Florida Interlocal Cooperation 
Act of 1969 for the purposes of enhancing economic activity in the County by the 
State by attracting manufacturing, development, business enterprise management, 
and other activities conducive to economic promotion in order to provide stronger, 
more balanced and stable economy in the cities and counties in the State. 

k. State of Florida Commission for the Transportation Disadvantaged 

Official Planning Agency Grant Agreement - DeSoto County and the Florida Commission 
for the Transportation Disadvantaged entered into a grant agreement for planning.  
The purpose of the agreement is to provide financial assistance to accomplish the 
duties and responsibilities of the Official Planning Agency as set forth in Chapter 
427, Florida Statutes, Rule 41-2, Florida Administrative Code, Commission policies, 
and the Application and Policy Manual for Transportation Disadvantaged Planning 
Related Services.  The County’s Human Resources Department maintains principal 
liaison. 

l. Board of Trustees of Florida Internal Improvement Trust Fund 

Amendment Number 1 to Lease No. 4401 and 31264 - DeSoto County and the Board of 
Trustees of the Internal Improvement Trust Fund of the State of Florida have 
entered into two agreements for lease number 4401 and easement number 31264.  
The purpose of the agreements is to amend the lease and to add land to the leased 
property.  The County Administrator’s Office maintains principal liaison. 

m. State Road Department of Florida and Atlantic Coast Line Railroad 
Company 

Easement Agreement – The Atlantic Coast Line Railroad Company and the State Road 
Department of Florida entered into an agreement for the State Road Department of 
Florida for an easement of right-of-way, within the limits for constructing and 
maintaining a highway or street crossing at grade across the right-of-way and track or 
tracks of Coast Line.   

7. Federal Coordination 

Even though 9J-5 F.A.C. does not require the ICE to address Federal intergovernmental 
coordination, DeSoto County must address Federal regulations and programs to ensure the 
most effective implementation of comprehensive plan objectives and policies.  For example, 
the need to analyze and review legal constitutional issues regarding property rights continues 
to be important during the review and development of the goals, objectives and policies of 
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the Future Land Use and Capital Improvement Elements, and in the creation and 
administration of land development regulations and associated ordinances and codes.  
Environmental regulations can affect the implementation of elements related to 
infrastructure and the costs of system expansions.  

DeSoto County regularly coordinates with several federal agencies. In addition, numerous 
Federal programs are available to possibly aid DeSoto County in implementing the 
Comprehensive Plan, including, but not limited to, programs that address low-income 
housing, improvements in waste disposal, and historical preservation. A majority of these 
programs are administered by the State of Florida, but an understanding of their purpose is 
important to their implementation and inclusion in the Plan.   

a. United States Department of Agriculture  

The USDA – Rural Development strives to increase economic opportunity and 
improve the quality of life for all rural Americans.   

USDA has the unique responsibility of coordinating Federal assistance to rural areas 
of the nation. The Rural Development mission is to help rural Americans to improve 
the quality of their lives.  USDA Rural Development is working closely with the 
private and nonprofit sectors and with state, tribal, and local governments to 
fundamentally change the way government works. With this new philosophy of 
public partnership and the new relationship among Government, industry, and 
communities, many positive outcomes for rural Americans are happening daily. 

Now and in the future, prosperity in rural America depends on ensuring that 
residents have a wide range of economic opportunities. Rural America's historic 
strengths, agriculture and forestry, will continue as one part of the picture. 

Rural Development works to make sure that rural citizens can participate fully in the 
global economy -- with technical assistance and programs that help rural Americans 
build strong economies to improve their quality of life. 

Rural Development also helps rural communities meet their basic needs by:  

 Building water and wastewater systems,  

 Financing decent, affordable housing,  

 Supporting electric power and rural businesses, including cooperatives, and 

 Supporting community development with information and technical 
assistance.  

Rural development work is focused in the following areas that report to the Under 
Secretary for Rural Development: 

 Business Programs: including cooperative development and technical 
assistance, plus other business development programs.  

 Housing Programs: including rural housing programs as well as rural 
community loan programs.  

http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/index.htm
http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/rhs/Individual/ind_splash.htm
http://www.usda.gov/rus/electric/index.htm
http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/rbs/busp/bpdir.htm
http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/rbs/coops/csdir.htm
http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/ocd/aboutocd.html
http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/rbs/
http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/rhs/
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 Utilities Programs: including telephone and electric programs along with 
water and sewer programs.  

 Community Development Programs: including special initiatives to 
demonstrate effective community development techniques and address 
unique and pressing economic development issues.  

The County has historically entered into the following agreements with the 
Department of Agriculture. 

Agreement for Engineering Services – DeSoto County has entered into an agreement for 
the construction of a water transmission system and centralized wastewater system 
consisting of transmission, treatment and effluent disposal.  The United States of 
America is providing financial assistance acting through Rural Development of the 
United States Department of Agriculture.  The County Utilities and Grants 
Departments maintain principal liaison. 

Contract Change Order – DeSoto County received a contract change order for the 
Phase 1-C DeSoto County Utility Improvements. The Change Order entails the 
installation of a 16-inch water main piping necessary from CR 761 to the Wal-Mart 
Distribution Center, along US 17, to provide the Wal-Mart Distribution Center with 
water service. The addition is funded by the United States of America acting through 
the Rural Development of the United States Department of Agriculture for the 
amount of $653,507.00.  The County Utilities and Grants Departments maintain 
principal liaison. 

b. Department of Interior  

The mission of the Department of the Interior is to protect and provide access to 
our Nation's natural and cultural heritage and honor the trust responsibilities to 
Indian Tribes and the commitments to island communities. Interior has established 
five Departmental goals that encompass the major responsibilities of the 
Department. These goals provide a framework for the strategic plans of Interior's 
bureaus. The Departmental goals are as follows:  

 Resource Protection - Protect the Nation’s Natural, Cultural, and Heritage 
Resources 

 Resource Use - Manage Resources to Promote Responsible Use and Sustain 
a Dynamic Economy 

 Recreation - Provide recreation opportunities for America 

 Serving Communities - Safeguard lives, property and assets, advance 
scientific knowledge, and improve the quality of life for communities we 
serve  

 Management Excellence - Manage the Department to be highly skilled, 
accountable, modern, functionally integrated, citizen-centered and results-
oriented  

http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/rus/
http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/ocd/
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Joint Funding Agreement – DeSoto County entered into an agreement with the 
U.S. Geological Survey, United States Department of Interior for a data collection 
program.  The U.S. Department of Interiors is funding the Horse Creek cellular 
telephone maintenance cost at $600.00. The County Emergency Management 
Department maintains principal liaison. 

c. Department of Justice and the Department of Treasury 

The mission of the Department of Justice is to enforce the law and defend the 
interests of the United States according to the law; to provide federal leadership in 
preventing and controlling crime; to seek just punishment for those guilty of 
unlawful behavior; to administer and enforce the nation's immigration laws fairly and 
effectively; and to ensure fair and impartial administration of justice for all 
Americans. 

The Department is headed by the Attorney General of the United States. This 
manual contains the official organization charts, mission, and functions statements 
of the 40 separate components, and, where applicable, its field structure. These 
include the United States Attorneys who prosecute offenders and represent the 
United States Government in court; the major investigative agencies – the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation, the Drug Enforcement Administration and the Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives – which prevent and deter crime and 
arrest criminal suspects; the United States Marshals Service which protects the 
federal judiciary, apprehends fugitives and detains persons in federal custody; and the 
Bureau of Prisons which confines convicted offenders. The litigating divisions 
enforce federal criminal and civil laws, including civil rights, tax, antitrust, 
environmental, and civil justice statutes. The Office of Justice Programs and the 
Office of Community Oriented Policing Services provide leadership and assistance 
to state, tribal, and local governments. Other major departmental components 
include the National Drug Intelligence Center, the United States Trustees, the Justice 
Management Division, the Executive Office for Immigration Review, the 
Community Relations Service, and the Office of the Inspector General. Although 
headquartered in Washington, D.C., the Department conducts much of its work in 
offices located throughout the country and overseas. 

The US Department of the Treasury is the primary federal agency responsible for the 
economic prosperity and security of the US. In addition to conducting monetary 
functions such as federal budgeting, currency production, and taxation, the Treasury 
also oversees some aspects of enforcement, economic policy development, and 
international treaty negotiations. Federal departments under the Treasury's purview 
include the Internal Revenue Service (IRS), regulatory bodies the Office of Thrift 
Supervision and the Comptroller of the Currency, and the US Mint. 

Federal Equitable Sharing Agreement – DeSoto County Sheriff’s Office entered into an 
agreement with the US Department of Justice and the US Department of Treasury 
for a Federal Equitable Sharing Agreement.  This agreement allows the Sheriff’s 
Office the ability to receive Federal Equitable funds in cases where assets are seized 
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in conjunction with Federal Agencies.  The County Sheriff’s Office maintains 
principal liaison. 

d. Federal Emergency Management Agency  

On March 1, 2003, the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) became 
part of the U.S. Department of Homeland Security (DHS).  FEMA leads efforts to 
prepare the nation for all hazards and effectively manage federal response and 
recovery efforts following any national incident. FEMA also initiates proactive 
mitigation activities, trains first responders, and manages the National Flood 
Insurance Program and the U.S. Fire Administration. 

DeSoto County informally coordinates with the Federal Emergency Management 
Agency on issues such as floodplain management by requiring developers to adhere 
to FEMA regulations and to utilize FEMA data resources.  

e. Environmental Protection Agency   

The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) protects human health and the 
environment. Since 1970, EPA has been working for a cleaner, healthier 
environment for the American people.  

The County Administrator’s Department is the office responsible for coordination 
with this agency. This agency coordinates, as needed, with the County on air, ground 
and water quality. 

f. The Army Corps of Engineers  

The United States Army Corps of Engineers (ACOE) provides responsive 
engineering services to the nation including: 

 Planning, designing, building, and operating water resources and other civil 
works projects (Navigation, Flood Control, Environmental Protection, 
Disaster Response, etc.);  

 Designing and managing the construction of military facilities for the Army 
and Air Force, (Military Construction);  

 Providing design and construction management support for other Defense 
and federal agencies, (Interagency and International Services). 

DeSoto County coordinates with the ACOE, as needed.  The ACOE’s local office is 
in Jacksonville.  

8. Other Agreements 

DeSoto County has a series of agreements with local companies to provide resident services.   

a. Comcast Cablevision of West Florida, Inc. 

DeSoto County has a franchise agreement with Comcast Cablevision of West 
Florida, Inc. to provide residents of the County with cablevision services.  The 
County Administrator’s Office maintains principal liaison. 
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b. Central Florida Gas Company 

DeSoto County has a franchise agreement with Central Florida Gas Company to 
provide residents of the County with the manufacturing, transmission, distribution, 
and sale of gas, including natural, manufactured or mixed gas. The County 
Administrator’s Office maintains principal liaison. 

c. Tampa General Hospital  

DeSoto County Fire Rescue has a Mutual Aid Agreement/Letter of Understanding 
with Tampa General Healthcare to provide residents with emergency health care and 
air ambulance transportation. The County Administrator’s Office maintains principal 
liaison. 

d. Florida Power and Light  

DeSoto County has an agreement with Florida Power and Light to provide residents 
of the County with demand side management and energy efficiency services.  The 
County’s Public Works maintains principal liaison. 

e.  Omni Waste, Inc. of Florida  

DeSoto County has a temporary agreement with Omni Waste, Inc. of Florida to 
provide transportation and disposal services for Class I Waste until a new landfill cell 
is completed in the fall of 2006.  The County Environmental Services Department 
maintains principal liaison. 

f. Womack Sanitation, Inc.  

DeSoto County and Womack Sanitation, Inc. have a garbage franchise agreement 
that includes curb side pick-up.  Womack Sanitation was granted an eight year 
extension to its exclusive Garbage Franchise for the unincorporated area of DeSoto 
County until October, 2014. The County Administrator’s Office maintains principal 
liaison. 

g. Clean Harbors Environmental Services, Inc. 

DeSoto County has a Household Hazard Waste Collection Agreement with Clean 
Harbor’s Environmental Services, Inc. for the purpose of conducting two household 
hazardous waste collection events per year.  They are responsible for the 
mobilization of manpower, supplies, and equipment to perform the function of 
traffic control, collection, handling and packaging of wastes, identification of waste, 
packaging and consolidation of wastes, the labor required in lab packing waste, the 
handling of waste for storage or transportation, the production of reports and the 
contractors supervision of these activities. The County’s Environmental Services 
Department maintains principal liaison. 

h. Community Care Family Behavioral Health 

DeSoto County and Community Care Family Behavioral Health entered into an 
agreement to provide mental health services to children and their family residing in 
DeSoto County.  The County Administrator’s Office maintains principal liaison. 
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i. DeSoto County Youth Athletic Association, Inc. 

DeSoto County and the DeSoto County Youth Athletic Association, Inc. (DCYAA) 
have entered into an agreement for the creation, establishment, maintenance and 
management of youth athletic programs for youth of DeSoto County ages 5 thru 18. 
Also, the County has applied for and received three grants from the Florida 
Recreational Development Assistance Program to develop the Walt Brewer Sports 
Complex.  DCYAA has agreed to furnish a portion of the total project costs in cash, 
land, or labor services. The County Parks and Recreation Department maintains 
principal liaison. 

j. The First Baptist Church of Arcadia 

DeSoto County has an agreement with The First Baptist Church of Arcadia for the 
purpose of making the First Baptist Church facility available to DeSoto County 
Division of Emergency Management for the use as the DeSoto County Special 
Needs Shelter.  The County’s Emergency Management Department maintains 
principal liaison. 

k. Florida Tire Recyclers 

DeSoto County has an agreement with Florida Tire Recyclers for waste tire removal 
and processing.  The County’s Environmental Services Department maintains 
principal liaison. 

l. Oak Trails Associates, Ltd. 

DeSoto County has entered into a Land Use Restriction Agreement with Oak Trail 
Associates, Ltd.  The County agreed to provide funding to Oak Trails from the 
County’s State Housing Initiative Partnership (SHIP) and from the County’s Tax 
Incremental Growth Funds for the purpose of development and construction of a 
one hundred twenty-three (123) unit multi-family housing development in Arcadia.  
Oak Trails will develop and construct the multi-family rental housing development 
for the benefit of very-low and low-income persons.  The County’s Housing 
Department maintains principal liaison. 

m. Seminole Gulf Railway 

License Agreement - DeSoto County entered into a License Agreement for an 
underground pipe with the Seminole Gulf Railway, LP.  Seminole Gulf Railway, LP 
owns a track and other rail facilities comprising a line of railroad lying between 
Arcadia and Naples.  The County has applied to Seminole Gulf Railway for a license 
to maintain and use, for the purpose of conducting wastewater through a 6 inch 
HDPE pipe.  The Seminole Gulf Railway agreed to license the land to the County 
with the agreement that the County will use, maintain, repair, renew, and ultimately 
remove the utility across and under the property. The County Utility Department 
maintains principal liaison. 

Signals/Crossing – DeSoto County entered into an agreement with Seminole Gulf 
Railway, LP.  This agreement is intended to settle all claims regarding payment due 
for Signal maintenance performed and/or billed on or before June 4, 2003, and to 
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express responsibility regarding signal maintenance, access, crossing and usage, and 
usage of property adjacent to Morgan Park.  The County Administrator’s Office 
maintains principal liaison. 

n. Sarasota Family YMCA, Inc. 

DeSoto County has entered into an Outside Agency Funding Agreement with the 
Sarasota Family YMCA, Inc.   The YMCA has the facilities, manpower, and expertise 
to provide consulting services to families and youth residing in DeSoto County who 
are at risk for becoming truant, runaway, or ungovernable.  The County will 
contribute financially to assist the YMCA in providing the consulting services.  The 
County Administrator’s Office maintains principal liaison. 

o. DeSoto Memorial Hospital, Inc. 

DeSoto County entered into a Mutual Aid Agreement for Emergency Operations 
with DeSoto Memorial Hospital, Inc. for the purpose of securing the benefits of 
mutual aid in emergency operations in the protection of life and property.  The 
County’s Public Safety Department maintains principal liaison. 

p. Sarasota County Public Hospital Board 

DeSoto County entered into a Morgue Services Agreement with the Sarasota County 
Public Hospital Board.  Under the agreement, the Hospital will provide the use of 
the Medical Examiner Facility to the District Medical Examiner for the performance 
of examinations, investigations, and autopsies.  The County will compensate the 
Hospital for the use of the Medical Examiners Facility and the morgue services 
provided.   The County Administrator’s Office maintains principal liaison. 

C. ANALYSIS FOR IMPROVEMENTS TO INTERGOVERNMENTAL 
COORDINATION 

The purpose for this section is to provide an evaluation of the effectiveness of the coordination 
mechanisms identified in the inventory section. 

1. Effectiveness of Existing Coordinating Mechanisms 

The County has been effective in developing interlocal agreements, service agreements, 
regulations and joint meetings to further the efforts of the County’s intergovernmental 
coordination.  An analysis of the effectiveness of the coordination mechanisms follows: 

a. Coordination with Arcadia 

Coordination with the City of Arcadia has increased significantly in recent years, 
particularly in areas such as utilities planning due to increased growth.  Continued 
coordination and planning for shared facilities, revisiting expired/existing 
agreements, and establishing a utility service boundary is needed through the short-
term planning horizon. 

b. Coordination with Adjacent Municipalities 

Although not located within the County, coordination with the nearby cities of 
North Port, Holmes Beach and Bradenton Beach has been mutually beneficial and 
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satisfactory to date.  Coordination with North Port for both leachate treatment and 
for water supply planning has been beneficial to the County and should continue.  
Coordination with Holmes Beach and Bradenton Beach has been limited to planning 
for common records storage in the event of a natural disaster. 

c. Coordination with Adjacent Counties 

Since Desoto County shares common borders or natural resources with several 
counties, coordination amongst the counties is regionally beneficial for everyone.  
Coordination efforts with Hardee, Highlands, Sarasota, Polk, Manatee, Charlotte, 
and Okeechobee Counties have been very effective for planning for utilities, solid 
waste disposal, hazardous waste disposal, reciprocal emergency services and other 
beneficial assistance to Desoto County residents.  As development continues to 
increase near the borders of the Counties, additional coordination will be necessary 
to ensure compatibility of adjacent uses and to monitor and proactively plan for the 
impacts of development in the region. 

d. DeSoto County School Board Coordination 

Adoption of the DeSoto County Interlocal Agreement for Public School Facility 
Planning has significantly increased and formalized the coordination of a variety of 
planning issues.  It may be too soon to measure the effectiveness of the agreement, 
but this coordination should be advantageous to both agencies. Given that school 
facilities are an important component of growth in a community, more emphasis 
should be placed on including local government data and recommendations when 
planning for new school facilities.  

In addition, increased planning coordination with the School Board is in place to 
ensure that the necessary infrastructure (potable water, sidewalks, lighting, 
landscaping and transportation) is in place, or is planned, prior to the construction of 
new school facilities. 

If the School Board could project future school capacity needs within the County, 
based upon population projections, the County would be able to more effectively 
coordinate efforts with future developments to accommodate the needs of the 
School Board.  To date this coordination has been effective, and the County should 
continue to work with developers and/or assist with school siting and collocation.  
The following aspects should be considered in future coordination efforts: 

 Improved coordination of new schools with new land development; 

 Improved efficiency in siting schools to take advantage of existing 
infrastructure; 

 Improved student safety and access through the coordination of sidewalk 
and roads programs for new and expanded schools; 

 Improved school designs that will serve as community focal points; and 

 Collocation of schools with recreational, library, and other community-based 
facilities to take advantage of joint-use opportunities; 
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The interlocal agreement should assist with increasing the coordination efforts and 
eliminating inconsistencies. 

e. Economic Development Coordination 

DeSoto County does not have an Economic Development Council; instead, they 
have an Economic Development Department within the County.  DeSoto County 
and its residents have been quick to adopt new technology, and support new 
businesses that have improved the quality of life and made the local economy more 
efficient.  The Department is oriented toward the growth of local business. 

f. Regional Coordination 

Coordination efforts with the Southwest Florida Water Management District and the 
Central Florida Regional Planning Council have been very effective in protecting 
natural resources and planning for regional growth.  The County will continue to 
benefit from the technical assistance of both of the agencies. 

g. Regional Utility Coordination 

Desoto County’s coordination with the Peace River/Manasota Water Supply 
Authority (PRMWSA), City of Arcadia, and Aqua Utilities of Florida has been 
effective in maintaining the adopted levels of service in the County for utilities.  
Maintenance of interlocal agreements and expansion plans with these public and 
private entities will be critical for the long term planning horizon. 

h. State Coordination 

Existing intergovernmental coordination with State agencies has been beneficial, as 
discussed below.  

(1) Florida Department of Environmental Protection 

Coordination with the Florida Department of Environmental Protection 
(FDEP) is through a formal water and sewer permitting process for all new 
development.  Additionally, FDEP requires consumptive use permits for 
public potable water supply, which has been effective to manage potable 
water usage throughout the region. 

(2) Florida Department of Community Affairs (DCA) 

Coordination with DCA has been effective to manage the limited growth 
DeSoto County has experienced historically.  Land use amendments and 
developments that impact more than one county will be coordinated with 
assistance from DCA to create the most effective growth patterns.   

(3) Florida Department of Transportation 

Coordination efforts with the FDOT have been productive.  The Florida 
Department of Transportation is providing funding and construction 
services for SR 70 from Tuner Road to SR 31.  The County does not provide 
public transportation services; however the County participates in County 
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Transportation Disadvantaged program.  This program provides public 
transit to life sustaining activities.   

The County participates in the Five-Year Plan produced by FDOT.  The 
major concerns in the plan are for the widening of SR 17, which continues to 
be an ongoing issue. Coordination efforts with FDOT have been productive 
over the last few years.   The Transportation Element of this Comprehensive 
Plan goes into detail about this roadway. 

(4) Other State Agency Coordination 

Coordination with other State agencies such as the Departments of 
Corrections, Agriculture, Health, and Juvenile Justice, as well as other State 
Offices and Commissions has been very beneficial to support well-planned 
growth in the County.  Assistance has been provided both financially and 
technically from these varied agencies, and the County will continue to utilize 
this support as available. 

i. Federal Coordination 

Coordination with Federal agencies, such as, the Department of Agriculture, 
Department of the Interior and the Department of Justice has been acceptable.  
Agriculture is a very important component of Desoto’s industrial base and continued 
coordination is desirable.  The County also has a high proportion of prisons and 
reform institutions and continued coordination will be necessary with the Federal 
government.  

2. Future Growth and Development and the Role of Intergovernmental 
Coordination 

The County’s primary intergovernmental emphasis to manage future growth will be 
coordination regarding infrastructure; coordination between the School Board and 
Developers; and protection of natural resources/habitats.  Additionally, the County shall 
continue to coordinate with Local, State and Federal agencies for grant opportunities and 
improvements.  
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Table ICE - 1: Inventory of Existing Public School Facilities, 2005 

School Enrollment 

DeSoto High School 1201 

DeSoto Middle School 1052 

Memorial Elementary School 911 

Nocatee Elementary School 627 

West Elementary School 749 

Early Childhood Center 123 

DeSoto Alternative Center 57 

Note: The table identifies school enrollment as of 2-28-05. 
Source: DeSoto County School Board. 
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Table ICE - 2: Existing Intergovernmental Coordination Mechanisms  

Entity/Entities 
Coordinating with 

DeSoto County 
Description of Coordination Coordinating Mechanism 

Date 
Effective 

Termination Date - if 
Applicable 

LOCAL MUNICIPALITIES 

City of Arcadia 
Interlocal Agreement - Local Mitigation 
Strategy 

Emergency Management 10/10/1998 On-going 

City of Arcadia 
Interlocal Agreement – Bulk Water and 
Wastewater Supply 

County Administrator  1/30/2001 12/31/2011 

City of Arcadia 
Certificate of Public Convenience and 
Necessity - Emergency Medical Services 

County Administrator  5/10/1998 On-going 

City of Arcadia 
Interlocal Agreement – Combined 
Communication/Dispatch 

Sheriff 6/24/2002 
On-going 
Expired 

City of Arcadia 
Interocal Agreement – Solid Waste Disposal 
and Recycling 

Environmental Services 6/26/2001 On going 

City of Arcadia 
Interlocal Agreement - Joint Planning 
Program 

County Administrator  4/25/1986 On-going 

City of Arcadia 
Interlocal Agreement – Local Government 
Infrastructure Tax 

County Administrator  10/27/1987 
On-going 
Expired 

City of Arcadia  
Interlocal Agreement – Providing Fire/EMS 
Service to the City. 

County Administrator 10/15/06 
10/15/36 
Ongoing 

ADJACENT COUNTIES AND MUNICIPALITIES 

City of North Port Leachate Treatment & Disposal Agreement Environmental Services 4/1/1997 On-going 

City of Holmes Beach 
Interlocal Agreement – Public Records 
Storage 

Public Safety 12/1/1995 On-going 
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Entity/Entities 
Coordinating with 

DeSoto County 
Description of Coordination Coordinating Mechanism 

Date 
Effective 

Termination Date - if 
Applicable 

City of Bradenton Beach 
Interlocal Agreement – Public Records 
Storage 

County Administrator 10/1/1993 On-going 

Hardee County 
Interlocal Agreement – Hazardous Waste 
Storage Facility Areas 

Environmental Services 5/16/1985 On-going 

Highlands County 
Mutual Aid Agreement for Emergency 
Operations 

Emergency Management 12/3/1996 On-going 

     

MULTIPLE JURISDICTIONS 

DeSoto, Hardee, 
Highlands, and Polk 
Counties 

Heartland Water Alliance  
 Utilities Department 
 

9/29/2004 7-1-05 

Sarasota, Manatee, and 
DeSoto Counties 

Contract for Funding Medical Examiner 
Services  

Public Safety 10/1/2003 On-going 

Sarasota, Manatee, 
Charlotte and DeSoto 
Counties 

Four -County Uniform Interlocal Agreement 
for Fire Protection, EMS Services and 
Specialized Services 

Public Safety 4/14/1998 On-going 

DeSoto, Hardee, 
Highlands, and 
Okeechobee Counties 

Heartland Liberty Cooperative Interlocal 
Agreement for library services 

Library 7/1/1996? On-going 

The Peace River/Manasota 
Regional Water Supply 
Authority, Charlotte, 
DeSoto, Manatee, Sarasota 
Counties, and SWFWMD 

Acquisition Agreement   County Administrator 5/21/1991  
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Entity/Entities 
Coordinating with 

DeSoto County 
Description of Coordination Coordinating Mechanism 

Date 
Effective 

Termination Date - if 
Applicable 

DeSoto, Hardee and 
Highlands Counties  

Interlocal Agreement Heartland Workforce 
Investment Consortium for employment 
training and literacy 

 County Administrator 2/9/1999 

 

     

SCHOOL BOARD 

DeSoto County School 
Board 

Interlocal Agreement - Public School Facility 
Planning 

County Administrator 12/10/2003 On-going 

REGIONAL 

Southwest Water 
Management District Coop Agreement- District Data Collection Emergency Management 5/12/1998 On-going 

Southwest Florida Water 
Management District  Deep Creek Park Agreement 

County Administrator & 
Parks and Recreation 
Department 

1/13/2004 1/13/2024 

Central Florida Regional 
Planning Council Interlocal Agreement County Administrator  Sep-80 On-going 

Sarasota, Manatee, 
Charlotte and DeSoto 
Counties  

Municipal Uniform Interlocal Agreement for 
Fire Protection, Emergency Medical Services 
and Specialized Services 

 County Administrator Apr-98 On-going 

REGIONAL UTILITIES 

Peace River/Manasota 
Water Supply Authority Interlocal Agreement – Creating Authority County Administrator 5/21/1991 On-going 
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Entity/Entities 
Coordinating with 

DeSoto County 
Description of Coordination Coordinating Mechanism 

Date 
Effective 

Termination Date - if 
Applicable 

Peace River/Manasota 
Water Supply Authority 

Joint Agreement – Hydro Biological 
Monitoring Program 

County Administrator  9/26/1996 On-going 

Peace River/Manasota 
Water Supply Authority 

Peace River Option-Water Supply Contract County Administrator  3/8/1996 On-going 

Peace River/Manasota 
Water Supply Authority  

Facility Allocation Agreement Utilities 12/1/2004 On-going 

Peace River/Manasota 
Water Supply Authority 

Regional Amended Pipeline Agreement County Administrator  6/21/2004 On-going 

     

     

     

Aqua Utilities of Florida  Amended Bulk Water Supply Contract County Administrator  4/12/1995  Being Drafted 

Aqua Utilities of Florida  Bulk Wastewater Treatment Contract County Administrator  N/A  being Drafted 

STATE 

Florida Department of 
Environmental Protection 

Landfill Permit 
  

Environmental Services 8/29/2001 
8/29/2006 New permit 

pending 

Florida Department of 
Environmental Protection 

Small County Solid Waste Grant SC505 Environmental Services 10/1/2004 
9/30/2005 
Ongoing 
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Entity/Entities 
Coordinating with 

DeSoto County 
Description of Coordination Coordinating Mechanism 

Date 
Effective 

Termination Date - if 
Applicable 

Florida Department of 
Environmental Protection 

Florida Recreation Development Assistance 
Program-#F3491 Hargrave Park 

Parks and Recreation 10/21/2002 10/31/2005 

Florida Department of 
Environmental Protection 

Water Improvement Agreement Grant 
#LP308 - Amendment 2 

Utilities 11/29/2004 11-30-05 (Pending) 

Florida Department of 
Environmental Protection 

Clean Water State Revolving Fund Debt 
Purchase Agreement 

 County Administrator 2/14/2005 2/14/2005 

Florida Department of 
Community Affairs 

CDBG – Housing (05DB-79-07-24-01-NE3 County  Administrator   4/19/2005 
11/16/2005 

Completed/Closed 

Florida Department of 
Community Affairs 

CDBG – Economic Development (#03-DB-
1A-07-24-01-E09 

County Administrator  4/9/2003 
6-30-05  

Completed/Closed 

Florida Department of 
Community Affairs 

CDBG – Housing Rehab (04DB-1Q-07-24-
01-H16) 

County Administrator  8/12/2003 
9/30/2005 

Completed/Closed 

Florida Department of 
Community Affairs 

LIHEAP Grant (#03EA-3R-07-24-01-033) Community Services  6/1/2003 
3-31-04  

Completed/Closed 

Florida Department of 
Community Affairs 

LIHEAP Grant (05EA-5K-07-24-01-010) Community Services 1/1/2005 
3/31/2006 
Completed 

Florida Department of 
Community Affairs 

CDBG Amendment to Grant Agreement 
(01DB-79-07-24-01-E29) 

Grants 2-7-01 8-5-03 

Florida Department of 
Community Affairs 

Disaster Relief Fund (05PA-C%-07-24-01-
0556) 

Grants 9/29/2004 04-29-05 
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Entity/Entities 
Coordinating with 

DeSoto County 
Description of Coordination Coordinating Mechanism 

Date 
Effective 

Termination Date - if 
Applicable 

Florida Department of 
Community Affairs 

EMPA Base Grant Agreement (05BG-04-07-
24-01-187) 

Emergency Management 10/1/2004 9/30/2005 

Florida Department of 
Community Affairs 

EMPA Base Grant Agreement (05BG-04-07-
24-01-187) - Modification of Contract 

Emergency Management 4/12/2005 9/30/2005 

Florida Department of 
Community Affairs 

Statewide Mutual Aid Agreement - Federally 
Funded Subgrant Agreement 05DS-2N-07-
24-01 

Emergency Management 4/13/2001 On-going 

Florida Department of 
Community Affairs 

Federal Dept. of Homeland Security (97.004 
– ODP 2004) 

Emergency Management 7/1/2004 9/30/2005 

Florida Department of 
Transportation 

Highway Lighting Maintenance & 
Compensation Agreement - AM839 

Admin Services 7/1/2004 5-19-05 Ongoing 

Florida Department of 
Transportation 

Sidewalks LAP Agreements – Various 
Location  

County Administrator 7/1/2004 6-30-05 Ongoing 

Florida Department of 
Transportation 

Local Agency Certification Qualification 
Agreement 

County Administrator 10/8/2002 On-going 

Florida Department of 
Transportation 

Reciprocal Agreement for Waiver of Permit 
Fees 

County Administrator 6/11/1991 On-going 

Florida Department of 
Corrections 

Water / Wastewater Improvements Utilities Department  8/27/2023 
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Entity/Entities 
Coordinating with 

DeSoto County 
Description of Coordination Coordinating Mechanism 

Date 
Effective 

Termination Date - if 
Applicable 

Florida Department of 
Corrections 

Inter-Agency Public Works Agreement County Administrator 7/15/2004 On-going 

Florida Department of 
Corrections 

Inter-Agency Public Works Agreement  County Administrator 7/15/2004 6/30/2005 

Office of Tourism, Trade 
and Economic 
Development and DeSoto 
County 

Economic Development Transportation 
Fund Project # 01/0214A 

Grants 8/21/2002 5/16/2005 

Office of Tourism, Trade 
and Economic 
Development  

State of Florida Economic Development 
Transportation Fund - Amendment 1 

Grants 5/22/2003 11/17/2005 Completed 

Florida Department of 
Agriculture and Consumer 
Services 

Contractual Services Agreement Emergency 
Food Assistance Program 

 Community Services 2/11/2001 9-30-04  Completed 

State Housing Initiatives 
Partnership (SHIP) and 
DeSoto County 

 Local Housing Assistance Plan  Housing Department  10/1/2004 
6/30/2006 Ongoing 

(Yearly) 

DeSoto County  and State 
of Florida Department of 
Health 

Contract for the operations of the DeSoto 
County Health Department 

County Administrator 10/1/2004 
9/30/2005 

Ongoing (Yearly) 

Florida Department of 
Juvenile Justice 

Construction Agreement - GPW Grants 3/2/2004  
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Entity/Entities 
Coordinating with 

DeSoto County 
Description of Coordination Coordinating Mechanism 

Date 
Effective 

Termination Date - if 
Applicable 

State of Florida 
Commission for the 
Transportation 
Disadvantages  

Florida Commission for the Transportation 
Disadvantaged Planning Grant Agreement  

Community Services 10/1/2004 On-going 

Board of Trustees of 
Florida Internal 
Improvement Trust Fund 
and DeSoto County 

Easement Agreement Number 31264 

 County Administrator 8-12-04 8-11-54 

Board of Trustees of 
Florida internal 
Improvement Trust Fund 
and DeSoto County 

Lease Agreement #4401 (Land) 

County Administrator 3/29/2004 On-going 

State Road Department of 
Florida and Atlantic Coast 
Line Railroad Company 

Easement for Crossing RR Tracks 

County Administrator 11/26/1962 On-going 

FEDERAL 

USDA – Rural 
Development 

Agreement for Engineering Services – 
Hartman & Associates County Administrator 10/28/2002 On-going 

USDA – Rural 
Development 

Water/Waste Water Phase C-1 DeSoto 
County Utility Improvements County Administrator  Completed/Closed 

Department of Interior Joint Funding Agreement (Water Resource 
Data) County Administrator  10/1/2004 9/30/2005 

Department of Justice Federal Equitable Sharing Agreement Sheriff 10/30/2003 9/30/2005 
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Entity/Entities 
Coordinating with 

DeSoto County 
Description of Coordination Coordinating Mechanism 

Date 
Effective 

Termination Date - if 
Applicable 

FRANCHISE/OTHER AGREEMENTS 

Comcast Cablevision of 
West Florida, Inc. and 
DeSoto County  

Cable Franchise Agreement 

County Administrator  9/12/2000 9/12/2010 

Central Florida Gas and 
DeSoto County 

Franchise Agreement 
County Administrator  11/14/2000 9/12/2010 

Tampa General Hospital 
and DeSoto County Public 
Safety 

Mutual Aid Agreement for Emergency Health 
Care and Air Ambulance Transportation County Administrator  9/4/1997 On-going 

Florida Power and Light 
and DeSoto County 

Master Agreement for Demand Side 
Management and Energy Efficiency  Maintenance 10/5/2000 On-going 

Waste Management, Inc. of 
Florida and DeSoto County 

Memo of Understanding for Transportation 
and Disposal of Class I Solid Waste  Admin. Services 10/9/2004 On-going 

Womack Sanitation, Inc. 
and DeSoto County 

Garbage Franchise Agreement 
County Administrator 6/10/2003 10/22/2014 

Clean Harbors, 
Environmental Services 
and DeSoto County 

Household Hazardous Water Collection 
Agreement Environmental Services 11/12/2002 11/12/2005 

Community Care Family 
Behavioral Health and 
DeSoto County 

Mental Health Services for Children and 
Families County Administrator 10/1/2004 9/30/2005 

DeSoto County Youth 
Athletic Association and 
DeSoto County 

Cooperative Agreement for Cash, Land and 
Labor Services for the Walt Brewer Sports 
Complex 

County Administrator 11/9/2004 On-going 
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Entity/Entities 
Coordinating with 

DeSoto County 
Description of Coordination Coordinating Mechanism 

Date 
Effective 

Termination Date - if 
Applicable 

First Baptist Church and 
DeSoto County 

Special Needs Shelter 
Emergency Management 6/11/2004 5-31-05 

Florida Tire Recyclers and 
DeSoto County 

Service Agreement for Waste Tire Removal 
and Processing Environmental Services 9/9/1997 On-going 

Oaks Trail Association and 
DeSoto County 

Land Use Restriction Agreement for Oak 
Trail Apartments Community Services Nov-97 On-going 

Seminole Gulf Railway and 
DeSoto County 

Lease Agreement for Underground Pipeline 
County Administrator  2/28/2003 11/12/2007 

Seminole Gulf Railway / 
CSX Transportation and 
DeSoto County 

Settlement Agreement for Signal Maintenance 
County Administrator  7/2/2003 On-going 

Sarasota Family YMCA, 
Inc. and DeSoto County 

Outside Agency Funding Agreement for 
counseling services for families and youth County Administrator  10/1/2004 9/30/2005 

DeSoto Memorial Hospital 
and DeSoto County 

Mutual Aid Agreement for Emergency 
Operations Public Safety 4/25/1997 On-going 

Source:  County Clerk’s Office and Land Design Innovations, Inc., 2005.  
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D. GOALS, OBJECTIVES, AND POLICIES  

GOAL 1: Governmental Services.  Implement and promote stable working relationships with 
other governmental agencies to ensure efficient, effective, and thorough delivery of governmental 
services. 

Objective 1.1: Coordination of Plans.  The DeSoto County Comprehensive Plan shall 
strive to be consistent with the growth management plans of applicable agencies, such as the State 
Comprehensive Plan and the Central Florida Regional Planning Council Strategic Regional Policy 
Plan. 

Policy 1.1.1: Coordinate with affected governmental agencies when developments 
requiring Chapter 380, Florida Statutes, review are within the County’s 
jurisdiction. 

Policy 1.1.2: Review the adjacent Counties and City of Arcadia Comprehensive Plans’ 
to determine the impact of those adopted plans on the future growth and 
development of the County; such review shall occur on an annual basis, 
and whenever major Plan changes are made by those jurisdictions. 

Policy 1.1.3: Participate in the Central Florida Regional Planning Council Strategic 
Regional Policy Plan review and update process. 

Policy 1.1.4: Continue coordination in planning efforts with adjacent counties and the 
City of Arcadia through the sharing of relevant planning data and 
analysis; notification of development occurring within the County within 
½ mile of a jurisdictional boundary; and, review of the impacts of 
proposed development, including land use compatibility and impacts on 
level of service standards. 

Policy 1.1.5: Coordinate with the water resource protection efforts of the 
SWFWMD’s Water Shortage Plan and the Shell Creek and Prairie Creek 
Watershed Management Plan. 

Policy 1.1.6: The County shall provide the following information and services to 
affected local governments and agencies: 

 Provide available planning data and analysis when requested, 

 Review the actions of other local governments as to the impact of 
such actions on County’s levels of service and the County’s 
concurrency management system, and 

 Notify affected local governments and governmental agencies of 
pending County actions regarding comprehensive plan amendments. 

Policy 1.1.7 DeSoto County shall update and maintain consistency with all updates of 
the Regional Water Supply Plan. DeSoto County shall consider data 
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provided within the Plan, such as population projections and 
consumption rates, prior to developing alternate data. Where variations 
in data and analysis occur, DeSoto County staff shall coordinate efforts 
and share available data with SWFWMD and the Authority to reconcile 
differences. 

 

Objective 1.2: Informal Planning Coordination.  The County will appoint representatives 
to attend applicable regional and state meetings regarding growth management, schools, parks, 
infrastructure, emergency management, and other related issues to coordinate on the County’s 
behalf. 

Policy 1.2.1: The County will strive to increase interaction with the Central Florida 
Regional Planning Council, such as attendance at commission meetings. 

Policy 1.2.2: The County will coordinate land use amendment impact analysis through 
the Development Review Committee process. 

Policy 1.2.3: The County shall pursue informal monthly meetings between County and 
City of Arcadia to discuss common issues affecting both jurisdictions. 

Objective 1.3: School Coordination.  The County will continue to work with the DeSoto 
County School Board regarding school siting criteria, collocation of facilities and planning 
coordination. 

Policy 1.3.1: DeSoto County shall continue to coordinate with the School Board for 
Public School Facility Planning as required through the Interlocal Service 
Agreement. 

Policy 1.3.2: The County shall continue to coordinate with the DeSoto County School 
Board to provide planning for adequate sites and infrastructure for future 
public education facilities within DeSoto County,  

Policy 1.3.3: During pre-development program planning and school site selection 
activities, the County shall coordinate with the DeSoto County School 
Board to collocate schools with other public facilities, such as parks, 
libraries, and community centers to the maximum extent possible. 

Objective 1.4: Transportation Coordination.  The County shall coordinate issues with 
affected governmental agencies and jurisdictions to provide an efficient transportation network. 

Policy 1.4.1: The County will coordinate transportation planning efforts with the 
Florida Department of Transportation and, whenever applicable, 
surrounding jurisdictions. 
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Policy 1.4.2: The County shall actively participate in the development of the Florida 
Department of Transportation’s 5-Year Transportation Improvement 
Program for state roads.  

Policy 1.4.3: DeSoto County shall continue to work with the Florida Department of 
Transportation to ensure the coordination of the County’s transportation 
system.  

 
Objective 1.5: Infrastructure Coordination.  The County shall coordinate issues with 
affected governmental agencies and jurisdictions to provide adequate public infrastructure facilities 
to maintain the adopted levels of service. 

Policy 1.5.1: DeSoto County shall encourage the City of Arcadia in conjunction with 
the County to develop a utility service boundary to avoid legal conflicts 
and the duplication of services.  

Policy 1.5.2: The County shall maintain interlocal agreements with the City of Arcadia 
and the Peace River Authority, as applicable, to provide for water and 
sewer services for the County’s residents. 

Policy 1.5.3: The County shall pursue the implementation of findings within the Lake 
Suzy Drainage Basin Study as finances and resources permit. 

Policy 1.5.4: The County shall continue to coordinate solid waste disposal with 
Arcadia and maintain an interlocal agreement for disposal of the City’s 
waste stream. 

Policy 1.5.5: DeSoto County shall coordinate with the City of Arcadia on utility 
service areas for existing and future development.  
Existing and planned service area maps shall be exchanged at least on an 
annual basis with the City. 

Objective 1.6: Conservation Coordination.  The County shall coordinate conservation 
issues with affected governmental agencies and jurisdictions.  

Policy 1.6.1: Continue coordination with Federal, State, Regional, and private 
environmental agencies to ensure adequate technical support for all 
environmental issues in which the County requires technical expertise. 

Policy 1.6.2: The County shall continue to participate and support programs and 
projects of State, Regional, and municipal agencies which seek to 
preserve environmentally sensitive lands, promote usable open space, 
preserve habitats for endangered species, and protect groundwater 
supplies, potable water supplies, and surface water quality. 
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Policy 1.6.3: DeSoto County Utilities shall work with the Peace River Manasota Water 
Supply Authority to develop conservation measures and coordinate all 
water supply planning efforts. 

Objective 1.7: Parks and Recreation Coordination.  The County shall coordinate parks 
and recreation issues with affected governmental agencies and jurisdictions. 

Policy 1.7.1: If opportunities arise, develop interlocal agreements with the DeSoto 
County School Board and the City of Arcadia for the provision and 
maintenance of shared recreational facilities. 

Policy 1.7.2: Coordinate greenways and trails with the State, and pursue funding 
mechanisms for implementation of these needed improvements. 

 


