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RECREATION AND OPEN SPACE ELEMENT 
 

A. INTRODUCTION 

Recreation is defined as refreshment in body or mind by some form of play, amusement, or 
relaxation and is essential to our overall well-being.  Realizing this, the County strives to provide all 
citizens with access to recreation facilities and open space areas.  The County's Parks and Recreation 
Department is the lead office in charge of adequately designating parklands and providing public 
recreation opportunities.  The purpose of this element is to identify open space and recreation 
facilities, establish level of service standards for the provision of such facilities, and analyze current 
and projected park and recreational needs based on population projections and the established level 
of service standards.  This Comprehensive Plan contains specific goals, objectives, and policies to 
guide the provision of recreation and open space facilities through the year 2015.  Recreation and 
open space needs as identified in this Element will be funded through the Capital Improvements 
Program and listed in the Capital Improvements Element. 

DeSoto County hired Land Design Innovations, Inc. to prepare a countywide comprehensive 
strategic plan document for a parks and recreation system.  This Element attempts to adhere to the 
standards and guidelines set forth within the State of Florida Comprehensive Plan, and the Florida 
Department of Environmental Protection (FDEP), Division of Recreation and Parks publication 
entitled "Outdoor Recreation in Florida - 2000:  A Comprehensive Program for Meeting Florida's 
Outdoor Recreation Needs".  Additional County resources included information from the Parks and 
Recreation Department. 

The Peace River, which meanders south through the middle of the County, plays a significant role in 
providing recreational opportunities for both residents and tourists.  The full width of DeSoto 
County contains tributaries of the Peace River.  Public river access facilities have been listed in the 
recreational facilities inventory, Table ROSE - 1. 

 

B. INVENTORY 

1. County Facilities 

Parks conserve open space and natural resources and provide recreation opportunities.  
DeSoto County's Parks and Recreation System include a variety of parks and recreational 
opportunities to serve its residents.  In order to identify current and future needs, it is 
important to define the types of recreational facilities located in DeSoto County.  The park 
classification used in this element was derived from the classification used by the State of 
Florida Department of Environmental Protection (Outdoor Recreation in Florida - 2000, 
Florida's Statewide Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan).  Only sites that are officially 
designated as public parks have been included in this section.  Vacant public lands and open 
space normally found in medians, buffers, retention areas and the like are not included. 

In general, parks can be categorized as being either user-oriented or resource-based.  User-
oriented parks provide recreation facilities designed for a specific purpose such as softball, 
basketball, tennis, or soccer (active recreation), while resource-based parks utilize the natural 
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environment to provide more passive activities such as boating, fishing, swimming, hiking or 
picnicking (passive recreation).  The parks described here are not divided by the 
active/passive categorization but rather by the size of the park, the type of facilities offered 
at each park, the size of the service area, and the amount of population served.  Based on 
this classification system, the unincorporated county's park inventory includes one (1) 
regional park, seven (7) community parks, seven (7) neighborhood parks, and three (3) 
special use facilities.  

a. Regional Parks 

Regional Parks are large, resource-based parks serving more than two communities 
and often consisting of an area of natural or ornamental quality for outdoor 
recreation, such as picnicking, trails, boating, fishing, swimming and camping.  They 
are usually located no more than an hour's driving distance of the residents they 
serve.  The parks should serve a population of over 100,000 and should range in size 
from a minimum of 250 acres to as much as several thousand acres.  A space 
allowance of 20 acres per 1,000 residents is suggested.  At 241 acres, Morgan Park is 
the only County Regional Park.  However, the 374 acres of the RV Griffin Preserve 
that are open to the public, as well as the 2,000 acres of the SWFWMD Deep Creek 
Tract have also been classified as a Regional Park available to all County residents 
and visitors. 

b. Community Parks 

Community parks are defined as "ride to" parks that should be located near major 
streets or arterials.  Community parks are designed to serve the needs of four to six 
neighborhoods that have residents within a radius of up to three (3) miles, or a 
service population of up to 25,000.  A minimum size of 20 acres is suggested based 
on a standard of 2 acres per 1,000.  Typical facilities found in community parks are 
designed to serve the entire family and include both passive and active recreation 
opportunities such as playground areas, recreation buildings, sports fields, paved 
multipurpose courts, picnic areas, open or free play areas, swimming pools, and 
landscaping.  There are seven (7) community parks within the County, comprising 
approximately 255 acres.  Table ROSE - 1 shows the list, which includes: The 
Brewer Sports Complex (formerly Hargrave/Esmeralda Park), Brownville Park, 
Deep Creek Park, DeSoto Park, Hawthorne Creek Park, Herbert St. Parcel, , and 
Lettuce Lake Park.  

c. Neighborhood Parks 

Neighborhood Parks are "walk to" parks that are generally located along streets 
where people can walk or bicycle without encountering heavy traffic.  They serve the 
population of a neighborhood in a radius of up to three- fourths (¾) of a mile.  A 
neighborhood park size usually ranges from 2 to 10 acres based on a standard of 2 
acres per 1,000.  Typical facilities provided include playground areas, recreation 
buildings, sports fields, paved multi-purpose courts, picnic areas, open or free play 
areas, and landscaping. There are seven (7) neighborhood parks in DeSoto County 
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comprising approximately twenty-four (24) acres.  Table ROSE - 1 shows the list, 
which includes Brownville Wayside Park and El Dorado Park, among others. 

d. Mini-Parks (Tot-Lots) 

Mini-parks are small facilities that serve a concentrated or limited population, as well 
as specific groups such as toddlers.  Mini-parks, which include tot-lots, are designed 
to serve the needs of a neighborhood within a radius of up to six (6) blocks, or less 
than one quarter (¼) mile.  A minimum of one half (½) acre for each stand-alone 
park is recommended.  However, they may be incorporated into larger parks such as 
neighborhood or community parks.  Mini-parks primarily offer passive recreation 
and typical facilities provided include playground areas, benches, open space, picnic 
tables, and landscaping.  At present there are no DeSoto County parks that are 
classified strictly as Mini-Parks; however, the community parks noted above serve 
the same purpose for the areas within ¼ mile from the park. 

e. Special Use Facilities 

Special use facilities are designed to serve the unique recreational needs of certain 
population groups, and for practical purposes, can be classified as community parks. 
In DeSoto County, three (3) boat ramps are considered special use facilities.  The 
Peace River, Liverpool and Nocatee Park facilities provide access to the Peace River.   

f. Open Space 

Open space is defined as any land or water surface that affords unobstructed physical 
movement, and is relatively free of human-made structural mass.  Open space may 
include parks, golf courses, agricultural lands, conservation lands, or vacant lands.  
Open space may also include plazas, courtyards, playgrounds, and also the area 
covered by lakes, streams and canals.  Open space exists principally to intersperse 
congested urban environments with aesthetically pleasing buffer areas, to protect 
natural resources, and to provide recreation opportunities.  Open space can be 
publicly or privately owned.  A space allowance of 20 acres per 1,000 population is 
suggested.  However, open space areas that are not considered public parks have not 
been included in the level of service standard calculations as part of the overall 
parklands. 

g. User-Oriented Facilities 

Table ROSE - 1 shows the various recreational facilities (fields and courts) offered 
at each County park.  Table ROSE - 1 also summarizes the inventory of recreational 
facilities by type.   

2. School Facilities 

School facilities can play an important role in providing recreational facilities to DeSoto 
County residents.  The DeSoto County School Board and the DeSoto County Parks and 
Recreation Department do not currently have any shared use agreements in place.  An 
agreement would ensure the protection of and preservation of public property while 
providing the students of DeSoto County and the general public adequate recreational 
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facilities through the most efficient use of public funds.  An inventory of school facilities can 
be found in Table ROSE - 2.   DeSoto County and the School Board should work together 
to create interlocal agreements that maximize the use of their parks, playgrounds and open 
spaces.  This could be particularly beneficial to the Parks and Recreation Department, which 
does not currently offer any structured youth, sports programs or have an enclosed facility in 
which to do so. 

3. Private Facilities 

Some recreational facilities and services such as rodeo grounds, bowling alleys, golf courses, 
movie theaters, arcades, etc. may be provided by the private sector, and are available to the 
public through a membership or a fee.  The provision this type of recreational resources is 
normally based on market studies.  Therefore, it can be assumed that the quantity of such 
resources will increase as the county's population increases.  A sample of private recreational 
facilities within DeSoto County is also included in Table ROSE - 3.  There are several 
campgrounds, RV Parks and canoe facilities associated with the Peace River.  This inventory 
was gathered using the local telephone directory and Internet searches. 

The DeSoto County Youth Athletic Association (DCYAA) is a non-profit organization that 
facilitates sports leagues for young people.  They have use of city and county parks for their 
organized games. 

Campground information was supplied from The Florida Association of RV Parks and 
Campgrounds (Florida ARVC).  A summary table of this material is provided in Table 
ROSE - 3.   

4. Facilities Owned and Operated by Other Agencies 

The Department of Environmental Protection’s Office of Greenways and Trails maintains 
the Peace River Canoe Trail.  This 67-mile trail starts in Fort Meade at City Park ending at 
Highway 70.  On this trail canoeists experience the slow-moving river with few signs of 
civilization.  The tea-colored water is alternately bordered by sand bluffs, grassy areas and 
dense hardwood forest and hammocks.  

An inventory of Southwest Florida Water Management District (SWFWMD) acreage 
includes Deep Creek (Lower Peace River), and the RV Griffin Reserve.  The Deep Creek 
tract is nearly 2,000 acres in size and is located along the western shore of the Peace River.  
A network of trail roads is available for activities such as hiking and birding.  There are no 
restrooms, portable toilets or potable water available.  A formal plan to direct the 
management and public use of the Deep Creek property has been prepared and is pending 
approval by the district. 

RV Griffin Reserve is a 6,000-acre reserve.  It is located in southwest DeSoto County, west 
of the Peace River.  A 374-acre preserve area at the northern tip of the reserve is open to the 
public.  Amenities include (7) seven miles of shared-use trail for bicycling, (15) fifteen miles 
of shared-use equestrian trails and 22 miles of shared-use for hiking.  Fishing and frogging 
are available year round in the canal and lake. 

As part of the State’s “Save-Our-Rivers” program, the SWFWMD acquired a total of 2,752 
acres of land along Prairie Creek, of which 1,032 acres are in DeSoto County.  The acquired 
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area extends westward from SR 31 to the Charlotte County line and ensures the protection 
of DeSoto County’s water supply.  These parks are not used in the County park inventory, 
except for the Deep Creek Track and the portion of the RV Griffin Preserve that is open to 
the public and that function as Regional Parks serving the County residents. 

5. Historical Resources 

DeSoto County also contains several historical resources, as catalogued by the Florida 
Department of State, Division of Historical Resources.  Few of these resources provide the 
public with recreation opportunities.  The Future Land Use Element of this Comprehensive 
Plan contains a listing of historically significant housing, and other historic and prehistoric 
sites.  In addition, there are numerous, designated historic structures within the City of 
Arcadia. 

 

C. ANALYSIS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

Specific recreational demands do not remain constant over time.  As the population demographics 
change, recreational demands change.  Attitudes and opinions can be drastically altered from a shift 
in the demographic makeup of a community.  Therefore, it is necessary to assess recreational needs 
and future demands for facilities in order to plan for the future. 

1. Level of Service 

As previously mentioned in this Element, the purpose of this Element is to set a level of 
service for parks and recreational facilities.  Levels of service standards are a measure for 
determining the specific types and amounts of parks/recreational facilities necessary to 
accommodate the recreational needs of the community.  The criteria can be used to define 
the acreage, facility type, and service area requirements for various types of recreation sites 
and areas.  The following is an analysis of the State-recommended standards as well as new 
LOS standards to be adopted by the County as part of this Comprehensive Plan update. 

The following is a quote from the Florida Department of Natural Resources Recreation Plan 
"Outdoor Recreation in Florida - 2000". 

There is no consensus in the field of recreation planning concerning the most 
appropriate means of measuring demand for outdoor recreation resources and 
facilities.  Since public recreation resources and facilities are “free” goods and 
services, “demand,” as an economic concept (how much and what kind of outdoor 
recreation a person would “consume” under certain conditions of cost and 
availability) is not practically applicable. Consequently, “outdoor recreation demand” 
commonly expresses the actual participation in recreation activity by some defined 
group or population over a fixed period of time. Although this approach has 
inherent weaknesses, long-range outdoor recreation planning requires an assessment 
of demand and this method provides reasonably sound estimates.” 
 

The Florida Department of Environmental Protection (FDEP) conducts periodic surveys of 
resident and tourist participation in recreational activities to estimate outdoor recreation 
demand.  In order to compute need, demand is compared to supply.  This is done by 



DESOTO COUNTY 

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN RECREATION AND OPEN SPACE ELEMENT 

 

 

10/17/2013 

ROSE-8 

applying use guidelines as developed by the DEP to supply data.  The use guidelines are 
conversion factors, which translate the volume of supply into units of demand.  The State 
then develops use and population guidelines for both resource-based and activity-based 
recreational facilities.  Tables ROSE - 4 illustrates the State-recommended guidelines for 
parks and recreational facilities 

Based on the guidelines recommended by the State, coupled with local needs and 
preferences, the County has chosen to adopt a level of service standard for overall parkland 
(regional, community, neighborhood, mini-park and special use facilities combined) of 
twenty (20) acres per 1,000 population.  Additionally, the County will use guidelines for the 
provision of parks by type (regional, community and neighborhood) and for the provision of 
recreational facilities (fields and courts).  Table ROSE - 5 summarizes the levels of service 
to be adopted, and Table ROSE - 6 lists the guidelines to be used. 

2. Current and Future Needs 

Based on the adopted standards, the County will not experience a deficiency in overall park 
acreage until the year 2010 (see Table ROSE - 4).  However, when using the guidelines of 
parks by type, it can be observed that the County has an abundance of regional and 
community parks but is lacking in the provision of Neighborhood parks.  The deficiency of 
Regional Parks in the County is relative as there are large scale preserves, such as Deep 
Creek with 2,000 acres and the RV Preserve with 6,000 acres, that are not owned and 
operated by the County, but are open to the public.  The shortage of neighborhood parks, 
on the other hand, is more pressing.  The goal in the future should be to ensure that new 
developments provide the necessary neighborhood and mini-park acreage and recreational 
facilities necessary to serve the added population. 

3. Service Area Analysis 

The State-recommended guidelines also address service area standards based on the typical 
distance traveled to each type of park.  Map ROSE - 2 shows service areas for each one of 
the existing regional, community and neighborhood parks in the unincorporated area of the 
County.  Three (3) mile service area radii are typically drawn around existing community 
parks to identify those areas that are currently deficient in this type of park, and three quarter 
(3/4) mile service radii were drawn around existing neighborhood parks.  The map shows 
that the current parks are serving the developed areas along US 17.  This map should be 
used as a tool to determine the location of future parks, including Neighborhood Parks, 
which typically have a service area of ¼ mile. 

4. Future Improvements 

Several park improvements, for which the County has already received funding, include the 
development of new parks and recreational facilities such as The Brewer Sports Complex 
(formerly Hargrave/Esmeralda Park), centrally located in Arcadia on Hargrave Street.  
Scheduled to open to the public in fall 2006 with the first phase, the Brewer Sports Complex 
will be a 50-acre park offering baseball, softball, basketball, tennis, football, soccer, 
restrooms, concessions, walking path, picnic area, playground, skateboard park and 
bleachers.  The Parks and Recreation Department also has long range plans to add other 
features like horseshoe pits, and batting cages. 
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Other future improvements include the addition of twenty-two (22) acres to the existing 
Deep Creek Boat Ramp/Park on the banks of the Peace River.  This additional acreage 
south of Peace River Road comes via a lease agreement with the Southwest Florida Water 
Management District.  Seventy (70) acres on the north side of Peace River Road will be 
added via a lease agreement with the Florida Department of Environmental Protection.  
Future improvements to Deep Creek Boat Ramp/Park may include proposed picnic tables, 
restrooms and expanded parking. 

Restrooms may also be added to Lettuce Lake Boat Ramp/Park in the near future, as well as 
picnic tables to Nocatee Boat Ramp/Park.  A complete list of improvements is included in 
the Capital Improvements Element of this Comprehensive Plan. 

Funded by FDOT, the County’s Public Works Department will be constructing its first bike 
path in May of 2006.   The five foot concrete bike path will run from NE Roan Rd, to Oak 
View Park along the east side of NE Turner Ave.  This distance is approximately 1/2 mile.  
The County should encourage the State to lengthen the existing state bike path along 1.7 
miles of SR 70.  If continued east past Cross Rd., the trail could connect proposed new 
neighborhoods with existing commercial and residential areas.  If continued west past 
Townsend Ave., the trail could connect existing neighborhoods with downtown Arcadia.  
Although the State maintains the grass and signage along the trail, no jurisdiction is 
maintaining the trail itself. 

The County should continue to seek State grants through existing programs such as the 
Conservation and Recreational Lands (CARL) Program, the Florida Boating Improvement 
Program (FBIP), the Florida Forever Program, the Florida Recreation Development 
Assistance Program (FRDAP), and the State Trails Program.  The federal government also 
has a funding program through the National Park Service called the Land and Water 
Conservation Fund (LAWCON).  The State of Florida receives an annual apportionment 
and this money is distributed through the Florida Department of Environmental Protection.  
These monies are available to local governments for use in projects that meet the State's 
comprehensive outdoor recreation plan.  State grants are not entitlement funds and the 
County must compete with other counties for funding.  Several Florida counties have 
initiated bond programs that are used as a pool for matching funds.  The State generally 
favors grant proposals that contain matching monies.  DeSoto County could follow the lead 
of these other counties and seek voter approval of such a program. 

5. Issues and Opportunities 

The County recognizes the need for recreation and open space opportunities.  With this 
realization, the County established the Parks and Recreation Department in June 2004.  The 
County has not yet developed specific recreation programs for children or seniors.  This is 
partly because the county does not have a dedicated facility in which the Parks and 
Recreation Department can hold indoor events.  Multi-use Community Centers in Nocatee 
and in Arcadia (Brewer Sports Complex) could serve as focal points for the County and 
provide recreation places for children to seniors. 

DeSoto County also lacks a Parks and Recreation Master Plan and has never conducted a 
recreation survey.   However, a lot of public input related to recreation recently went into the 
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DeSoto County Long-term Recovery Plan.  This plan created by the Department of 
Community Affairs was sponsored by FEMA in response to countywide damage from the 
2004 hurricane season.  Six immediate needs that the public overwhelmingly noted were a 
multi-functional community center, a community swimming pool, a community skate park, 
more tennis courts, more soccer fields and improved landscaping, especially trees.  The lack 
of organized recreation programs also drew concern from all age groups.  Keeping children 
and teens active after school and “off the streets” was a major concern among residents.  
Other important opportunities noted in the Recovery Plan are included in the Goals and 
Objectives portion of this Recreation and Open Space Element. 

The County's Peace River, its tributaries and lakes are well known for game fishing and have 
been made accessible to visitors and residents alike.  The Peace River is an ideal area for 
nature walks, bird watching, fossil hunting, jogging, boating (motorized and human 
powered), and wildlife viewing and biking.  There is tremendous opportunity to capitalize on 
nature-based tourism and recreation.  For example, marketing efforts could be increased to 
encourage freshwater fishing and saltwater fishing (snook and tarpon fishing are very 
popular on the Peace River, particularly on its southern portion).  The Parks and Recreation 
Department will continue to upgrade the existing boat ramps and riverside parks with 
improved ramps, restrooms, lighting, picnic tables and parking.  The dream of a Riverwalk 
and improved, well-lit river access was also expressed in the DeSoto County Long-Term 
Recovery Plan.  These features would help to develop a unique identity for the proposed 
Peace River Heritage Corridor. 

Every year summer rains cause flooding along the Peace River for two or three months. 
During this period, three of DeSoto County’s largest parks (Morgan, Brownville and DeSoto 
Park) are inaccessible and closed to the public.  The acreage, though underwater, may still 
contribute to the LOS for open space.  However, all of the County’s nature/hiking trails and 
campgrounds are unusable.  Several of the boat ramps are inaccessible as well.  The County 
should assess its current, undeveloped parks in search for higher ground appropriate for 
trails and campsites. 

As mentioned previously, the County and the DeSoto County School Board have not signed 
any shared use agreements that would allow residents to use School Board facilities.  These 
agreements should be pursued so that school facilities could be utilized and considered 
additional facilities to the County parks. 

As DeSoto County continues to grow both opportunities and problems will present 
themselves.  As the County grows, available land for parks and recreation will decrease or 
significantly increase in price.  The County should "land bank" property now in areas where 
growth is anticipated or desired.  Land purchased in the immediate future will reduce capital 
investments ten years from now.  A Parks and Recreation Master Plan should be established 
to determine what land purchases are needed so that acquisition can occur through the 
Capital Improvements Element. 

Exponential growth is expected in the southwest portion of the County.  Fortunately, Deep 
Creek and the RV Griffin Reserve owned and operated by the SWFWMD, are also in this 
area.  However, currently there are not sufficient Mini-Parks or Neighborhood Parks in this 
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area.  The County will need to start requiring developers to provide these parks, for public 
use, as part of the new developments.  

The Parks and Recreation Department will also need to grow to meet the need of an 
increasing population.  More staff will be needed to offer structured programs to County 
citizens. 

In addition to expanding existing parks, the County also has the opportunity through the 
development review process to assure that future residents will be provided with an 
acceptable parks and recreation system.  Subsequent to the adoption of the Comprehensive 
Plan, the County will adopt updated Land Development Regulations.  Provisions for 
additional recreation and open space uses within large residential developments will be a 
component of these new land development regulations. .  Larger scale residential projects 
that are at the Development of Regional Impact threshold should provide facilities at the 
County's level of service for parks.  Projects less than this threshold may be required to 
either contribute to a recreation fund on a “per unit basis” or provide the facility to the 
public.  This could be accomplished through the adopted recreation impact fee.  This 
approach continues to ensure that large residential developments will be designed with park 
facilities for new residents.  The adoption of impact fees for all new development should 
generate much needed revenue for recreation and open space needs. 

As referenced in the Traffic Circulation Element, the County should continue to explore 
adequate pedestrian sidewalks and bike paths for recreational and serious bicycle riders.  The 
County should continue to explore the shared use of easements such as electrical utility lines, 
gas lines, abandoned rail corridors, and water management canals for trail purposes.  The 
abandoned CSX railroad tracks create a tremendous opportunity for a new north/south bike 
trail and greenway.  The existing railroad right-of-way, which is still owned by CSX, could 
connect Arcadia to Charlotte County roughly following the Peace River.  This could become 
an ideal greenway between Arcadia and the explosive growth expected in the southwest 
corner of the County.  The abandoned railroad right-of-way, which has already had miles of 
tracks removed, also continues north of Arcadia into Hardee County roughly along CR 661.  
A greenway could potentially connect one side of the County to the other along scenic 
farmland and the banks of the Peace River.  Thus a safe and effective system of connecting 
people with Arcadia’s business core, community focal points, parks and distant 
neighborhoods could be realized.  Arcadia schools and neighborhoods around Arcadia could 
be connected to this proposed Peace River Trail by a pedestrian/bicycle network of 
sidewalks, bike lanes and or trails.  DeSoto County residents are very supportive of walks 
and trails as indicated in the DeSoto County Long-Term Recovery Plan. 

In funding new trails, the County should investigate the Rails-to-Trails Conservancy (RTC) 
as well as the National Transportation Enhancements Clearinghouse (NTEC).  RTC will 
support the county’s local efforts to transform the dream of a trail into a tangible community 
asset.  NTEC will help the County learn how to use Transportation Enhancement (TE) 
funds for trail design and installation.  TE activities are federally funded, community-based 
projects “that expand travel choices and enhance the transportation experience by improving 
the cultural, historic, aesthetic and environmental aspects of our transportation 
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infrastructure.”  The federal government provides funding for TE projects through our 
nation’s surface transportation legislation. 
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Table ROSE - 1: DeSoto County Parks and Recreational Facilities Inventory 

PARKS ADDRESS ACREAGE EXISTING FACILITIES 

Regional Parks (241 Acres; not including the RV Griffin Preserve or Deep Creek Tract) 

Morgan Park 1100 W Hickory St. 
Arcadia 

241 

12 picnic tables 
4 shelters 
3.5 mile hiking trail 
Restrooms 

Community Parks (254.5 Acres; not including the DEP site or City of Arcadia Parks) 

Brewer Sports Complex 
(to open late 2006; 
formerly Hargrave/ 
Esmeralda Park) 

1365 Hargrave St.  
Arcadia 

50 

2 senior baseball fields 
2 little league baseball fields 
2 multi-purpose fields 
(football and soccer) 
1basketball court 

Brownville Park 
1885 NE Brownville St. on 
Peace River north of 
Arcadia 

75 

1 boat ramp 
4 picnic tables 
Restrooms 
Campsites 
2 mile nature trails 
 

Deep Creek Park 
East end of Peace River Rd. 
off CR 769 
Arcadia 

22 
Currently no facilities in place.  
Conceptual site plan under 
development 

DeSoto Park 
2195 NW American Legion 
Drive 
Arcadia 

10 5 picnic tables 
1 boat ramp 

Hawthorne Creek Park 
1011 SW Reynolds St.  
Arcadia 

60 Open space 

Herbert St. Parcel 
11386 SE Herbert Ave. 
Arcadia 

22.5 Open space 

Lettuce Lake Park 8801 SW Reese St. 
Arcadia 

15 2 picnic tables 
1 boat ramp 

Neighborhood Parks (24 Acres; not including the City of Arcadia Parks) 

Brownville Wayside Park 7240 NE Cubitis Ave. 
Arcadia 

1.5 Open space 

El Dorado Park 1290 SE Maple Dr. 
Arcadia 

2 Open space 

Forest Pines Estates Park 1733 SE Airport Rd. 
Arcadia 

5 Open space 

Forest Pines Estates Park 1472 SE Pear Dr. 2 Open space 
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PARKS ADDRESS ACREAGE EXISTING FACILITIES 

Arcadia 

Ogden Acres 12484SW Lexington Place 
Arcadia 

3.5 Open space 

Peace River Acres 9998 SW Edgewater Terr. 
Arcadia 

5 Open space 

Ziba King Memorial 
Park/King’s Park 

6895 SW Georgia St. 
Ft. Ogden 

5 

1 picnic table 
Pavilion 
Restrooms 
Cemetery 

Special Use Facilities (1 Acres; not including the City of Arcadia Parks) 

Peace River Boat Ramp 9695 SW Peace River Road 0.25 1 boat ramp 

Liverpool/Sunnybreeze 
Boat Ramp/Park 

9211 SW Liverpool Rd, 
south of Ft. Ogden 

0.25 
9 picnic tables 
Pavillion 
Boat ramp 

Nocatee Boat Ramp 
3701 SW County Road 760 
@ Peace River Bridge, 
Nocatee 

0.5 1 boat ramp 
 

TOTAL  520.5  

 
 

Recreation Facilities Summary 

Facility County Quantity 
City 

Quantity 
School 

Quantity Total Quantity 

Baseball/Softball/T-
ball Fields  

5* 2 2 9 

Basketball 
Goals/Courts  

1* 4 3 covered 8 

Tennis Courts 2* 2 0 4 

Soccer Field  2* 0 0 2 

Football  2* 0 
2 (practice 
and main) 

4 

Bike Trail (mile)  
0.5 (7 in the RV 

Griffin Preserve)* 
1.5 on Hwy 70 

.25 0 2.25 

Hiking/Nature 
 Trail (mile) 

5.5 Morgan Park 
(15 equestrian and 22 

hiking in the RV 
Griffin Preserve) 

 

.25 .25 track 6 
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Swimming Pool 0 0 0 0 

Equipped 
Playgrounds 

1* 5 4 10 

Handball/Raquetball 0 0 0 0 

Volleyball Courts 0 0 0 0 

Picnic Tables 33 25 0 58 

Boat Ramps 6 0 0 6 

 
* To open late 2006. 
NOTE:  The soccer and football field are contained within a multi-purpose field. 
Source: DeSoto County Parks & Recreation Department, Land Design Innovations, Inc., August 
2005. 
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Table ROSE - 2:  DeSoto County School Board Recreational Facilities 

 

School Name Location Facilities 

DeSoto Early Childhood Center 318 North Wilson Ave. 
Football practice field 
 

Nocatee Elementary School 
4846 S.W. Shores Ave. 
Nocatee 

Covered basketball area 
Equipped Playground 

Memorial Elementary School 
851 E. Hickory St. 
Arcadia 

Covered basketball area 
Equipped Playground 

West Elementary School 
304 W. Imogene St. 
Arcadia 

Gymnasium 
Walking track 
Equipped Playground 

DeSoto Middle School 
420 E. Gibson St. 
Arcadia 

Covered basketball area 
Gymnasium 

DeSoto High School 
1710 E. Gibson St. 
Arcadia 

Gymnasium 
Track and field 
Football field 
Baseball field 
Softball field 

 
Source:  DeSoto County and Land Design Innovations, Inc. July 2005. 
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Table ROSE - 3:  Facilities Owned and Operated by Other Agencies 

PARKS ADDRESS ACREAGE EXISTING FACILITIES 

City of Arcadia Facilities 

Airport Park 
(Neighborhood)  

2  
Undeveloped 

Arcadia Municipal Golf 

Course (Community Park) U.S. 17 North 
94  

9-Hole Golf Course 

Blue-Star Memorial Park 

(Open Space) 

U.S. 17 & Dickhault 

Street 

0.8  Not Available for 

Recreational Use 

City Ball Park 

(Neighborhood Park) Palm Drive & Arizona 
4.5  

1 Baseball Field 

Harris Road Tot Lot 

(Mini Park) 
Harris Road 

0.25  2 Picnic Tables 

1 Equipped Play Area 

Mini-Park/Tot Lot 

Lake Katherine Park 

(Neighborhood Park) 

S.R. 70 & Magnolia 

Street on Lake Katherine 

11.6  

(8.3 Land, 

3.3 Water) 

5 Picnic Tables 

1 Equipped Play Area 

 

McSwain Park 

(Neighborhood Park) 
16 S. Volusia Avenue 

2.5  12 Shuffleboard Courts 

4 Picnic Tables 

 

Mini-Park Mills & Sumter Avenue 0.25  Undeveloped 

Mini-Park 

Newton Park 

(Mini-Park) 
Mills & Osceola Avenues 

0.75  Fountain 

Mini-Park 

Open Space Park Mills & Pasco Avenue 0.3  No Facilities 

Mini-Park 

Open Space Park Whidden Street & Polk 

Avenue 
1.1  No Facilities 

Mini-Park 

Ridgewood Park 

(Mini Park) 

Ridgewood Drive & 

Providence Street 

0.8  1 Equipped Play Area 

Mini-Park/Tot Lot 

Rio Vista Park 

(Mini Park) 
Effie Street & Parkview 

0.75  2 Picnic Tables 

1 Park Bench 

Mini-Park 
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PARKS ADDRESS ACREAGE EXISTING FACILITIES 

Smith Brown Recreation 

Complex 

(Community Park) 

Harris Street between 

Hargrave 

Street & Orange Avenue 
19 

2 Tennis Courts 

4 Basketball Goals 

1 Baseball Field 

1 Equipped Play Area 

1 Recreation Center 

Speer Recreation Complex 

(Community Park) 

Virginia Avenue Between 

U.S. 17 

& Arcadia Avenue 
36 

4 Tennis Courts (Lighted) 

1 Basketball Goal 

1 Baseball Field 

1 Equipped Play Area 

1 Recreation Center 

2 Horseshoe Areas 

1 Fitness Course 

 

Southwest Florida Water Management Dist. Facilities  

Deep Creek (Lower Peace 
River) 

Kings Highway (CR-769) 
& Peace River St. 

2,000 
Hiking/biking trail 

 

RV Griffin Reserve Kings Highway (CR-769), 
5 miles north of I-75 

6,000 
(374 public 

access) 

7 miles shared-use bike trail 
15 miles shared-use 
equestrian trail 
22 miles shared-use hiking 
trail 

Portable toilet 

State Facilities  

FWC Boat Ramp #68  2 1 boat ramp 

Nocatee Wayside Park US 17, 6 miles S. of 
Arcadia 

1.5 
1 picnic shelter 
4 picnic tables 

Peace River DOT Boat 
Ramp SR 70 on Peace River 0.25 1 boat ramp 

Peace River Canoe Trail Gardner Rd.. to SR 70 on 
Peace River 

0 (land) 16 mile canoe trail 

Private Owned Facilities (partial list) 

Golf Courses 

761 Golf 9981 SW Lettuce Lake Rd 
Arcadia 

NA 9 hole golf course  

Arcadia Village Country 
Club 

2692 NE Hwy. 70 
Arcadia 

30 Various 
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PARKS ADDRESS ACREAGE EXISTING FACILITIES 

Kingsway Country Club 
13625 SW Kingsway Cir., 
Lake Suzy 

158 18 hole golf course 
2 tennis courts 

Kingsway Driving Range 
13625 SW Kingsway Cir., 
Arcadia 

NA 1 golf driving range 

Live Oak RV Golf Course 
12865 SW Hwy 17, 
Arcadia 

NA 9 hole golf course 

Sunnybreeze Palms Golf 
Course- North Course 

8135 SW Sunnybreeze Dr 
Arcadia 

140 
combined 18 hole golf course 

Sunnybreeze Palms Golf 
Course – South Course 

8135 SW Sunnybreeze Dr 
Arcadia 

140 
combined 9 hole golf course 

Campgrounds 

Arcadia Peace River 
Campground (KOA) 

2998 NW SR 70 W on 
Peace River 

48 

campground 
182 RV/trailer sites 
182 picnic tables 
0.1 mile nature trail 
0.1 mile equestrian trail 
1 swimming pool 
2 basketball goals 
2 shuffleboard courts 
1 multi-purpose court 
1 equipped play area 
1 recreation center 

Lettuce Lake Campground 
Lettuce Lake Rd. 
Ft. Ogden near CR 761 

30 

campground 
98 RV/trailer sites 
110 picnic tables 
15’ catwalk 
1 swimming pool 
2 shuffleboard courts 
1 recreation center 

Oak Haven Campground 
10307 SW Lettuce Lake 
Ave. 
Arcadia 

NA  

Riverside RV Resort 
9770 S. West C R 769 
Arcadia 

70 

RV/trailer sites  
1 boat ramp 
Fishing dock 
2 swimming pools 
Spa 
1 recreation center 
1 volleyball court 
Picnic area 
Picnic shelter 
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PARKS ADDRESS ACREAGE EXISTING FACILITIES 

Equipped playground 
Shuffleboard 
Horseshoes 

Toby’s RV Resort 
3550 NE Hwy. 70 
Arcadia 

NA 
349 RV/trailer sites  
1 swimming pools 
Spa 

Community Centers 

Ft. Winder Community 
Center 

Ft. Winder 2 1 community center 

Nocatee Community Center Nocatee 2 1 community center 

Pine Level Community 
Center 

Pine Level 2 2 picnic tables 
1 building (unused) 

Sunnybreeze Community 
Center 

Sunnybreeze 2 

1 community center  
6 shuffleboard courts 
1 swimming pool 
Community park 

Riparian 

Canoe Outpost 
2816 NW CR 661 
Arcadia 

7 

Marina 
6 picnic tables 
1 picnic shelter 
20’ catwalk 

Canoe Safari 
3020 NW CR 661 
Arcadia 

5 Various 

DeSoto Marina (Nav-a-
Gator Marina) 

Peace River Blvd. off  CR 
769 on Peace River 

2 Marina 
29 slips 

RV Park 

Big Tree RV Resort 
2626 NE Hwy. 70 on Lake 
Toby 

35 

285 RV/trailer sites 
20’ catwalk 
6 shuffleboard courts 
1 recreation center 
2 picnic tables 
Campground 

Craig’s RV Park 7895 NE Hwy. 17, Arcadia NA 326 RV/trailer sites 

Little Willies RV Park 
5905 N.E. Hwy. 17, 
Arcadia, FL 34266 

25 Various 

Van Camp Joan & Gerald 
8644 SW Reese St., 
Arcadia 

NA Various 
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Miscellaneous 

All- Florida Championship 
Rodeo/County Fair 

DeSoto County Fair 
Grounds 

20 Rodeo (3 times annually) 
Fair (Once annually) 

Gun Club Arcadia 5 1 shooting range 

Silver Pines Hunting 
Preserve 

Arcadia 18,000 Quail hunting in hardwood 
hammocks and pine 
timberlands & low scrub. 

 
Source:  City of Arcadia, DeSoto County and Land Design Innovations, Inc., July 2005. 
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Table ROSE - 4:  State Recommended Guidelines for Parks and Recreational Facilities 

 

Park Type Acres per 1,000 Population 

Regional Parkland 20 

Community Parkland 2 

Neighborhood Parkland 2 

Mini Park/Tot Lot 0.5 

Special Use (Boat Ramp/Beach Access) 0.5 

 

Facility 
Facility per Population 

Min/Max/Median 

Baseball/Softball Field 1 per 2,000/10,000/5,000 

Basketball Court 1 per 500/20,000/5,000 

Equipped Play Area  1 per 500/15,000/10,000 

Football/Soccer Field 1per 4,000/25,000/6,000 

Handball/Racquetball Court  1 per 2,500/20,000/10,000 

Swimming Pool 1 per 1,000/50,000/25,000 

Tennis Court 1 per 1,067/10,000/2,000 

Bicycle Trail 1 per 1,500/10,000/5,000 

Hiking/Nature Trail 1 per 5,000/10,000/6,750 

Volleyball Court 1 per 4,000/12,000/6,000 

Freshwater Beach Activities (mile of sandy shoreline) 1 per 25,000/211,200/25,000 

Freshwater Fishing-non-boat (800 LF of riverwalk, pier, etc) 1 per 5,000/25,000/5,600 

Picnic Tables 1 per 5,000/10,000/6,000 

 
Source: County of DeSoto; Florida Department of Environmental Protection, Outdoor Recreation 
in Florida – 2000: Florida’s Statewide Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan. 
Prepared by:  Land Design Innovations, Inc., 2005 
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Table ROSE - 5:  Parks Adopted Level of Service and Future Needs, 2000-2015 

 

Parks 2000 2005 2010 2015 

County Population 31,174 37,579 45,111 53,547 

Existing Park Acreage* 2,952.1 2,952.1 2,952.1 2,952.1 

Demand (20 acres per 1,000 pop.) 623.5 751.6 902.2 1070.9 

Surplus/(Deficiency) 2,328.6 2,200.5  2,049.9 1,881.2 

 
 
Note:  Inventory does not include private recreational facilities but it includes the RV Griffin 
Preserve (374 acres open to the public), and the remainder of the 2,000 acre (1,888acres) SWFWMD 
Deep Creek Tract. Population figures include seasonal population. 
Source:  Land Design Innovations, Inc., August 2005. 
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Table ROSE - 6:  Guidelines for provision of Parks and Recreational Facilities, 2000-2015 

Parks Types 2000 2005 2010 2015 

Regional* 2,593.0 2,593.0 2,593.0 2,593.0 

Demand (20 per 1,000 pop.) 623.5 751.6 902.2 1070.9 

Surplus/(Need) 1,969.5  1,841.4 1,690.8 1,522.1 

Community** 403.5 40.5 403.5 403.5254.5 

Demand (2 per 1,000 pop.) 62.3 75.2 90.2 107.1 

Surplus/(Need) 341.1 328.3 313.3 296.42 

Neighborhood** 44.6 44.6 44.6 44.6 

Demand (2 per 1,000 pop.) 62.3 75.2 90.2 107.1 

Surplus/(Need) (17.7) (30.6) (45.6) (62.5) 

Mini-Parks** 24.0 24.0 24.0 24.0 

Demand (0.5 per 1,000 pop.) 15.6 18.8 22.6 26.8 

Surplus/(Need) 8.4  5.2  1.4  (2.8) 
*  Includes the RV Griffin Preserve (374 acres open to the public) and 1,888 acres of the 2,000-acre SWFWMD Deep 
Creek Tract. 
** Includes the City of Arcadia Neighborhood and Regional Parks. 
***  Uses the Community and Neighborhood Park acreage as those parks also serve as  Mini parks. Future Mini parks 
will be the responsibility of residential developers. 

 

Recreational Facilities 2000 2005 2010 2015 

Baseball / Softball / T-Ball Fields 4 9 9 9 

Demand (1 per 10,000 pop.) 3.1 3.8 4.5 5.4 

Surplus/Need 0.9  5.2 4.5 3.6 

Basketball Court 7 8 8 8 

Demand (1 per 20,000 pop.) 1.6 1.9 2.3 2.7 

Surplus/(Need) 5.4 5.1 5.7 5.3 

Bicycle Trail (miles) 2.25 2.25 2.25 2.25 

Demand (1 per 10,000 pop.) 3.1 3.8 4.5 5.4 

Surplus/(Need) (.85) (1.05) (2.25) (3.15) 

Hiking / Nature Study  (miles) 6 6 6 6 

Demand (1 per 10,000 pop.) 3.1 3.8 4.5 5.4 

Surplus/(Need) 2.9  2.2 1.5 0.6  

Soccer Fields 0 2 2 2 

Demand (1 per 25,000 pop.) 1.2 1.5 1.8 2.1 

Surplus/Need (1.2) 0.5  0.2  (0.1) 
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Recreational Facilities 2000 2005 2010 2015 

Football Fields 2 4 4 4 

Demand (1 per 25,000 pop.) 1.2 1.5 1.8 2.1 

Surplus/Need .8 2.5  2.2  1.9 

Handball/Racquetball Courts 0 0 0 0 

Demand (1 per 20,000 pop.) 1.6 1.9 2.3 2.7 

Surplus/Need (1.6) (1.9) (2.3) (2.7) 

Equipped Playground 3 3 4 4 

Demand (1 per 15,000 pop.) 2.1 2.5 3.0 3.6 

Surplus/Need .9 .5 1 .4 

Tennis Courts 2 4 4 4 

Demand (1 per 10,000 pop.) 3.1 3.8 4.5 5.4 

Surplus/Need (1.1) .2 (.5) (1.4) 

Volleyball Courts 0 0 0 0 

Demand (1 per 12,000 pop.) 2.6 3.1 3.8 4.5 

Surplus/Need (2.6) (3.1) (3.8) (4.5) 

Picnic Tables 56 56 56 56 

Demand (1 per 5,000 pop.) 6.2 7.5 9.0 10.7 

Surplus/Need 49.8  48.5  47.0  45.3  

Swimming Pool 0 0 0 0 

Demand (1 per 50,000 pop.) 0.6 0.8 0.9 1.1 

Surplus/Need (0.6) (0.8) (0.9) (1.1) 

Freshwater Beach Activities (mile of sandy 
shoreline) * 0 0 0 0 

Demand (1 per 211,200 pop.) 0.1 0.2 0.2 0.3 

Surplus/Need (0.1) (0.2) (0.2) (0.3) 

Freshwater Fishing-non boat (LF of riverwalk, 
pier, etc.) * 0 0 0 0 

Demand (1 per 25,000 pop.) 1.2 1.5 1.8 2.1 

Surplus/Need (1.2) (1.5) (1.8) (2.1) 

Note:  Inventory does not include private recreational facilities. 
Source:  Land Design Innovations, Inc., August 2005. 
* N/A this is met with DeSoto Park and Deep Creek Park and various boat ramp areas with the 
shoreline along the Peace River.
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Map ROSE - 1:  Inventory of Parks and Recreation Facilities 
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Map ROSE - 2:  Park Service Area 
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Map ROSE - 3:  Potential for Trails 

 
 



DESOTO COUNTY 

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN RECREATION AND OPEN SPACE ELEMENT 

 

 

10/17/2013 

ROSE-29 

GOALS, OBJECTIVES, AND POLICIES 

GOAL 1: Level Of Service Standards.  To provide adequate open space, parks, and recreation 
facilities to serve the needs of all DeSoto County residents. 

Objective 1.1: Level of Service Standards for Parks.  To ensure adequate lands are 
provided for parks, the County shall utilize level of service standards for parks and other criteria 
specific to population, park size and location.  For purposes of implementing this Objective, the 
County may utilize parklands under the jurisdiction of SWFWMD and public parks provided within 
residential developments.  

Policy 1.1.1: The level of service (LOS) standard for parks shall be twenty (20) acres 
of parkland per 1,000 residents.  This standard includes both passive and 
active County parks and recreational facilities, and includes Regional, 
Community, Neighborhood, and Mini-parks. 

Policy 1.1.2: The Desoto County shall generally utilize the following criteria for 
determining the type and location for parklands: 

 Regional Park – Large, resource-based facilities serving a population 
of about 100,000, and ranging in size from 250 acres to as much as 
several thousand acres.   Usually located within an hour’s distance of 
the residents they serve and associated with high quality natural 
resources.   

 Community Park - A facility designed to serve the needs of more 
than one neighborhood.  This facility type shall serve a minimum of 
5,000 County residents and be located no more than three (3) miles 
from those residents.  The minimum size of any new community 
parks should be twenty (20) acres.  Typical facilities found in 
community parks are designed to serve the entire family and include 
both passive and active recreation opportunities such as playground 
areas, recreation buildings, sports fields, paved multipurpose courts, 
picnic areas, open or free play areas, swimming pools, and 
landscaping.   

 Neighborhood Park - A facility that serves an entire neighborhood 
or area with a minimum of 2,500 County residents and is located no 
greater than three-fourths (3/4) of a mile from those residents.  The 
minimum size of a neighborhood park should be two (2) to ten (10) 
acres.  Typical facilities provided include playground areas, recreation 
buildings, sports fields, paved multi-purpose courts, picnic areas, 
open or free play areas, and landscaping. 

 Mini Park – Small park serving a concentrated or limited population 
of 500 to 2,500 residents within a radius of up to six (6) blocks.  A 
minimum size of one half (1/2) acre for each stand-alone park is 
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recommended.  Mini-parks primarily offer passive recreation and 
typical facilities provided include playground areas, benches, open 
space, picnic tables, and landscaping. 

Policy 1.1.3: The Land Development Regulations shall address standards for park 
development and improvements.  Standards shall include buffering, 
landscaping, parking, and the amount of area available for facilities.  

Policy 1.1.4: The County shall explore the potential for the construction of additional 
public boat ramps. 

Objective 1.2: Standards for Recreational Facilities.  By 2009, the County shall conduct 
a study to determine the active recreational preferences/needs of the County residents, and shall 
prepare a Parks and Recreation Master Plan to identify future additions of activity-based recreational 
facilities to existing and future parks. 

Policy 1.2.1: The County shall consider the State guidelines, noted on Table X-6 when 
evaluating the provision of recreational facilities until such time as a 
recreation master plan is prepared and the specific recreational needs of 
the County are identified. 

Policy 1.2.2: The County shall conduct a detailed recreational survey.  The 
questionnaire shall be distributed through a utility bill, newspaper, 
website or other form of communication that can reach the majority of 
the residents.   

Policy 1.2.3: The recreational needs survey shall inquire about recreational preferences 
in terms of facilities and recreational/educational programs, frequency of 
use of parks and recreational facilities, location of most frequently used 
facilities, willingness to pay user fees, location and age profile of 
respondents, household size, and travel method to preferred/most used 
parks and recreational facilities. 

Policy 1.2.4: Based on the results of the parks and recreation survey and the State’s 
most recent activity-based recreational guidelines, the County shall 
prepare a Parks and Recreation Master Plan indicating the status of 
activity-based recreational facilities in the County. 

Policy 1.2.5: The Parks and Recreation Master Plan shall include an implementation 
plan indicating which activity-based recreational facilities will be added to 
existing and future parks in the County. 

Objective 1.3: LOS Updates.  The County shall review and, if necessary, update the Parks 
level of service standards every five (5) years. 



DESOTO COUNTY 

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN RECREATION AND OPEN SPACE ELEMENT 

 

 

10/17/2013 

ROSE-31 

Policy 1.3.1: The County shall consider the need to adopt detailed level of service 
standards for specific activity-based recreational facilities (fields and 
courts). 

Policy 1.3.2: The County shall conduct a citizen survey periodically to assess use of 
existing facilities and recreation preferences. 

Objective 1.4: Park Maintenance.  The County shall maintain and improve all County 
parks in a manner that is consistent with the recreation needs of the County residents, and that 
maximizes the potential of the individual facilities. 

Policy 1.4.1: The County’s parks and recreational facilities shall be renovated and/or 
upgraded as needed to provide improved recreational opportunities. 

Policy 1.4.2: The County shall evaluate the feasibility of providing lights at the various 
courts, fields and boat ramps.   

Policy 1.4.3: The County shall maintain an inventory of the location, size, condition 
and amenities available at each public park.  This inventory shall be 
updated every year. 

Policy 1.4.4: The County shall establish a schedule for the inspections, maintenance, 
improvement, and accessibility of recreational facilities. 

Objective 1.5: Accessibility.  By 2008, all recreation and open space areas shall be 
evaluated as to the accessibility to all County residents regardless of physical condition, age, or 
economic condition as outlined in the Uniform Federal Accessibility Standards. 

Policy 1.5.1: All County parks and open space shall be located so as to provide 
unobstructed access, when reasonably possible, through the following 
procedures: 

 Existing facilities shall be evaluated, and improved if necessary, by January 1, 
2010. 

 Any new roadway or sidewalk construction required to access future sites shall 
be improved to Land Development Regulation engineering standards. 

Policy 1.5.2: Any park undergoing renovation shall incorporate wheelchair and bicycle 
access. 

Policy 1.5.3: To relieve seasonal flooding of parkland, the County shall assess its 
existing undeveloped parcels in search for higher ground appropriate for 
trails and campsites. 

Policy 1.5.4: DeSoto County shall continue coordination with appropriate state 
agencies, such as the Florida Department of Transportation and the 
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Florida Department of Environmental Protection, to maintain existing 
public access to the Peace River.  DeSoto County shall monitor boat 
ramps and other access points, and shall work with the pertinent agencies 
to ensure continued access, and to improve access or develop additional 
access points for the public. This shall be accomplished through 
consideration of grant programs and notification by DeSoto County of 
necessary improvements or possible additional access points. 

Objective 1.6: Private Parks and Recreation Facilities.  The County shall coordinate the 
provision of open space by both public and private interests to achieve adopted level of service 
standards. 

Policy 1.6.1: Park dedication requirements for residential development, whether in the 
form of land, impact fees, cash in-lieu of land, or a combination of the 
above listed methods, shall be addressed at the time of development 
review. 

Policy 1.6.2: Consistent with the Capital Improvement Program process, the County 
shall budget for acquisition and actively negotiate to obtain property for 
public parks, to ensure adequate park space in the future. 

Policy 1.6.3: Desoto County shall consider seeking voter approval for bond programs 
that may be used as a pool for matching State and Federal grant monies 
that are dedicated to parks, recreation and open space. 

Objective 1.7: Joint Use of Facilities.  The County shall continue to coordinate with 
developers and other agencies to avoid duplication of recreation facilities, including provisions for 
joint use of private, as well as school board, recreation facilities to meet the recreation demands of 
the County’s citizens. 

Policy 1.7.1: The County shall coordinate ways and means for private developers to 
provide public recreation facilities within their developments. 

Policy 1.7.2: The County shall utilize the level of service review to recommend 
recreation improvements located within private development. 

Policy 1.7.3: The County shall strengthen coordination with the DeSoto County 
School Board, to explore the potential use of school board facilities by 
the general public after normal school hours. 

Objective 1.8: Funding.  The County shall continue to identify and apply for possible state 
and federal funding opportunities. 

Policy 1.8.1: The County shall continue to coordinate with the State of Florida 
Division of Parks and Recreation to create programs and facilities under 
mutual sponsorship as the needs and opportunities arise. DeSoto County 
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shall consider funding programs available through the Division of Parks 
and Recreation, and shall request technical assistance regarding the 
development or improvement of state-owned lands, recreation facilities 
or programs.  

Policy 1.8.2: Local sources of funds shall be identified and utilized to support the 
County recreational program. Such local sources may include impact fees, 
donation of appropriate land or facilities, user charges or local public 
funds. 

 
 


