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EXPERTISE: Kevin L. Erwin is an internationally recognized ecosystem ecologist
specializing in large-scale ecological restoration, biodiversity conservation, watershed
evaluation and management to improve the functional capacity of watersheds, improve
livelihoods and mitigate the impacts of climate change.

CURRICULUM VITAE

B.S. (Zoology), University of South Florida (USF), 1973; Research Associate, USF
(1971-1973); Marine Research Scientist, National Marine Fisheries Service Biological
Laboratory (1971-1973); Marine Biologist/Area Supervisor, Florida Department of
Natural Resources (1974-1975); Ecologist, Florida Department of Environmental
Regulation (1975-1980); President and Principal Ecologist, Kevin L. Erwin Consulting
Ecologist, Inc., (1980 - present); Graduate Faculty, Department of Ecology and
Environmental Studies, Florida Gulf Coast University (2020 - present); Master of
Ecological Restoration, Peoples Republic of China (2013 - present).

STATEMENT OF ACCOMPLISHMENTS

Since 1974 Kevin Erwin has evaluated, designed, managed, constructed and monitored
hundreds of wetlands ecological restoration and management, water management and


mailto:klerwin@environment.com
http://www.environment.com/
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-4497-4491

biodiversity projects around the world for local, state and national governments, industry
and NGOs. He pioneered the science and practice of wetland restoration and creation
and ecological engineering. He is considered an international authority on these
subjects, troubleshooting for UN agencies and testifying in international courts and
tribunals.

Kevin is an Ecological Society of America Certified Senior Ecologist (1985). He was a
member of the ESA Board of Professional Certification where he served as chairman in
2003-04. At that time Kevin worked to implement new initiatives for certified ecologists
and organized evening sessions at two annual ESA meetings (Professional Certification
in the Workplace-2003 and Ethics and Ecologists-2004). Kevin Erwin has also testified
in congressional hearings on behalf of the ESA and other organizations as an expert on
wetlands. He is also certified by the Society of Wetland Scientists as a Professional
Wetland Scientist (1984).

A few of his current and recent projects include: an international wetland restoration and
climate change mitigation project for Ramsar and IUCN in west Africa; lead scientist on
several mega-watershed projects including: the Density Reduction-Groundwater
Resource study in southwest Florida, USA, lead scientist on the evaluation of
phosphate mining and reclamation impacts on the Peace River watershed, USA, lead
the design and permitting of Florida Gulf Coast University (FGCU) for the State of
Florida Board of Regents, teaching water management and wetland restoration courses
and workshops for national governments and NGOs; design and restoration of two
(public/private ) wetland mitigation banks, coordinating the ecological assessments and
coastal wetland restoration efforts in thirteen nations following the 2004 Indian Ocean
tsunami; leading a team of conservation agencies on biodiversity projects in the Belum
Tropical Rainforest and Taman Negara National Park in Malaysia; development of the
Ontario (Canada) Headwaters Restoration Initiative, and lead wetland scientist, expert
witness and advisor to the Republic of Costa Rica.

In 2014, Kevin Erwin implemented a water resource restoration and management
initiative in the People’s Republic of China. This work involved mentoring graduate
students, post docs and faculty, lecturing and networking with the top-tier universities,
state-owned enterprises, central, provincial, and local governments. Based in Shanghai,
he conducted ecological planning and restoration projects currently underway in various
provinces.

Kevin is currently leading a research initiative in the oligotrophic wetlands of the
historical Everglades for local government. This research includes designing and
implementing biodiversity studies, periphyton and water quality analysis, hydrological
modeling, and a comprehensive study of a previously undescribed population of the



Everglades Snail Kite. The results of this work will provide the science to protect and
manage this area.

In early 2019 FGCU honored Kevin Erwin by creating the Erwin Environmental Ecology
Collection. His works will serve as the foundation for this environmental research
collection at FGCU Library’s Archives and Special Collections.

In 2020 the Southwest Florida Community Foundation honored Kevin Erwin with
distinction as Trustee Emeritus.

Kevin is currently working with a publisher on “A Synthesis of Global Mangrove
Restoration Literature”. This work will be very useful for researchers, practitioners and
land managers reporting and discussing work by country, restoration practice, and
ecological success.

Kevin has organized numerous international symposia on wetlands such as: Wetland
Creation and Restoration, Global Wetlands Old World and New at INTECOL Ohio State
University(1992); Wetland Restoration for the New Millennium at the Millennium
Wetlands Conference in Quebec, Canada (2000); Temperate Wetland Restoration in a
Southern Ontario Watershed Context at the A.D. Latornell Conservation Symposium,
Alliston, Ontario, Canada (2007); Achieving Carbon Offsets through Mangroves and
other Wetlands, Ramsar Convention, Gland, Switzerland (2009) and The Status of
Wetland Restoration in China at INTECOL Orlando, USA (2012); Presented An
Introduction to Ecosystem Mitigation Banking at the TEEB (The Economics of
Ecosystems and Biodiversity) International Meeting, UNEP, Beijing January 2015). He
presented on Wetland Restoration in China at the 2016 INTECOL meeting in
Changshu, China. He will be presenting two papers at the CLRA/SWS/SER
Conference, June 2020 in Quebec City. In addition, he has conducted numerous
wetland and watershed restoration workshops in South Korea, The Netherlands, Brazil,
France, China, Australia, Switzerland, Canada, The Bahamas, Belgium, England,
Scotland, Malaysia, Japan, Spain, Seychelles, Senegal, Luxembourg, Vietham, Costa
Rica and the USA.
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Erwin, K.L. and C.M. Smith. 1989. Recommendations for Future Water Quality
Programs in Volusia County, Florida. The Sixth Symposium on Coastal and Ocean
Management. Coastal Zone 89.
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Seedlings in a Phosphate Surface-Mined Reclaimed Wetland. National Symposium on
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SYNERGISTIC ACTIVITIES

Senior Advisor, INFORM (1980-1988); Director, Southwest Florida Audubon Society
(1981-1986); Member/Chair, Lee County (Fla) Six Mile Cypress Basin Development
Review Board (1982-1983); Director, Florida Audubon Society (1983-1987); Member,
Southwest Florida Regional Planning Council (1984-1987); Member, Lee County (Fla)
Water Resources Management Advisory Committee (1989-1992); Advisor, Office of
Technical Assistance, U.S. Congress (1990-1998); Director, Association of State



Wetland Managers (1991-2001); Member, Florida Environmental Regulatory
Commission, Wetland Mitigation Banking Task Force (1991); Member, Lower West
Coast Water Supply Plan Advisory Committee, South Florida Water Management
District (1992-1998); Member, U.S. Congressional Task Force on Wetland Mitigation
(1991-1997); Board of Members, Wetlands International (1993-2000) and 2014 -
present); Chair, Wetland Restoration Specialist Group, Wetlands International (1993 -
present); Member, Society of Wetland Scientists Wetland Delineation Committee (1994-
1996); Member, National Research Council, National Academy of Sciences,
Transportation and Natural Resources Committee (1994-2006); Director, Wetland
International Americas Regional Council (1998-2000); Director, Wetlands International
(2000 — 2011); Member/Chair, Board of Professional Certification, Ecological Society of
America, (2002-2004); Trustee and Senior Advisor, Southwest Florida Community
Foundation (2008 - 2020); Invited Expert, Ramsar Convention on Wetlands, (2007-
2008); Member, Ramsar Convention on Wetlands, Science and Technical Review
Panel (2009 — 2012); Expert, American Carbon Registry (2011 - present); Graduate
Faculty Member, Department of Ecology and Environmental Studies, College of Arts
and Sciences, Florida Gulf Coast University (2020 - present); Master of Ecological
Restoration, Peoples Republic of China (2013 - present) and a UNEP GEO-6 Asia
expert (2015 — present).



